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TOWN OF RIB MOUNTAIN 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

August 8, 2018 
 

Chairperson Harlan Hebbe called the meeting of the Plan Commission to order at 6:30 pm.  Other Plan 

Commission members present included Jim Hampton, Laura McGucken, Tom Steele, and Jay Wittman. 

Ryan Burnett was excused.  Also present were Community Development Director, Steve Kunst, and 

Building Inspector / Assistant Zoning Administrator, Paul Kufahl.   

MINUTES: 

Motion by Tom Steele, second by Jim Hampton to approve the minutes of the July 25, 2018 Plan 

Commission meeting, as presented.  Motion carried 4-0. Harlan Hebbe abstained. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

a. Town of Rib Mountain, applicant, requests an amendment to the Town of Rib Mountain Zoning 

Map from Mixed Residential – 4 to Suburban Residential – 2 for a portion of the property 

addressed 2804 South Mountain Road, legally described as Lot 32 of Royal View Estates.  Parcel 

#34.762.000.032.00.00.  Docket #2018-38. 

Community Development Director, Steve Kunst noted the request for the rezone was directed by the 

Town Board as a condition of a previous certified survey map approval where both the applicant and Plan 

Commission expressed the desire to have the zoning for those new lots single family to match the 

remaining lots to the north. 

Jay Wittman asked if written acknowledgment from the land owner is necessary for the rezone.  Kunst 

indicated that the applicant is aware of the rezone request and has verbally noted he is ok with it, however 

he does still have the right to object within a prescribed timeframe under State Statute. 

Plan Commissioners acknowledged they were happy about the request, noting it was consistent with what 

they discussed in the previous meeting related to the CSM. 

Public Comment was opened at 6:33pm 

Verlyn Oelke, 5905 Bittersweet Rd, indicated he was ok with the rezoning to single family residential, but 

expressed concern of the maintenance of the property, specifically the length of grass near the home and 

barn on the corner of South Mountain Rd and Bittersweet Rd.  He also noted an ongoing issue with feral 

cats that inhabit the old farm buildings and roam the neighborhood.  Additionally, he asked if any plans 

have been presented for Lot 32 and when the remaining portion of the Bittersweet Trail would be 

completed. 

Public Comment was closed at 6:39pm 

Plan Commission had no further discussions about the rezoning application. 
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Motion by Jim Hampton, second by Laura McGucken to recommend approval of the request to amend 

the Town of Rib Mountain Zoning Map from Mixed Residential – 4 to Suburban Residential – 2 for a 

portion of the property addressed 2804 South Mountain Road, legally described as Lot 32 of Royal View 

Estates. 

Motion Carried 5-0 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Joe Schuchart, agent, request Site Plan review for a new office use at the property addressed 3300 

Eagle Ave. Parcel #34.102807.008.011.00.00. Docket #2018-39 

Kunst indicated the request is for some minor site plan alterations for a new construction office use at the 

old Wausau Health and Fitness site including additional landscaping, a new trash enclosure, updated 

lighting and the elimination of the non-conforming building on the north side of the property.  Kunst also 

noted that the office use is permitted by right and their hours of operation and anticipated traffic levels 

should be less than the previous use.  Additionally, he indicated all presented site updates meet our code 

minimum standards.  Finally, Kunst noted that if the existing house were to change ownership there would 

need to be an easement agreement or lot line adjustment to ensure the parking lot remains with the 

commercial property. 

Jim Hampton and Jay Wittman asked the applicant about plans for the single-family residence and if there 

would be equipment or material storage or maintenance on site. 

Denise Krueger, applicant representative, noted they plan to use the existing house as corporate housing 

for out of town associates and guests and that there will be no storage or maintenance of construction 

equipment on site. 

Tom Steele verified the parking area was fully blacktopped. 

Commissioners noted they felt the new office use will be a nice update to commercial property in a tough 

location. 

Motion by Tom Steele, second by Laura McGucken to approve the Site Plan for a new office use at the 

property addressed 3300 Eagle Ave, as presented.   

Motion Carried 5-0 

 

b. Discussion on potential action on amendments to the Town’s Official Map. Docket #2018-41. 

Kunst noted the discussion is intended to clean up the Town’s Official Map specifically related to Planned 

Roads and how recent developments and proposals have changed their locations.  He noted that the 

Planned Roads in the area of the Hall Farm development and the recently presented Stone Horizon 

Subdivision should be modified to better resemble the roads presented with those developments.  

Additionally, Kunst indicated that the future roads on the map help staff apply setbacks to future 

structures so they do not hinder the expansion of roads and future development. 
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Commissioners agreed to the depiction of the Planned Roads as presented in the Stone Horizon and Hall 

Farm areas with the addition of Strawberry Lane and Iris Lane extensions to be indicated as well. 

Modification of those Planned Roads led to discussion of other future road locations in Town and the 

implications they have on future development.  Some Commissioners felt it was unnecessary to show 

future roads in some areas of Town because they felt it placed unnecessary influence on development in 

those areas.  Others felt that the indication of future roads was necessary to help facilitate planning.    The 

Commissioners also discussed the idea of changing terminology to potential or proposed versus planned 

to eliminate the predetermined nature of planned roads.  Ultimately, Plan Commission requested that 

staff review all Planned Roads, as depicted on the current Official Map, for viability and necessity and to 

bring it back to them for additional discussion and action. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE / QUESTIONS / TOWN BOARD UPDATE:     

Town Board – Kunst noted that the Town Board approved all of Plan Commissions recommendations from 

the last meeting.  He also indicated that Streets and Parks Superintendent Scott Turner wanted an 

immediate connection to Lilac Ave to relieve some traffic on the unnamed road, no truck traffic signage 

will be implemented when the private road becomes public, and they are working through traffic impact 

analysis options as part of this development and future development of the TRS property. 

Rib Mountain Taphouse – Kunst indicated that the Taphouse property has been cleaned up and the patio 

area cannot be used until they return with a formal plan.  He also noted that they are planning to have a 

fundraiser later in the month that will include a large tent and outdoor use, but they have received a picnic 

license from the Town Board for that activity. 

SC Swiderski – Kunst noted that staff has received a new conceptual plan for the property on Oriole Ln 

and that staff has provided initial comments and are waiting on a response. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

Tom Steele asked if anything can be done about the thistles and other noxious weeds along Tulip Lane. 

Jay Wittman noted he is concerned about the pace of development on the Hall Farm property. 

 

ADJOURN:  

Motion by Tom Steele, second by Laura McGucken to adjourn the Plan Commission Meeting.  

Motion carried 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Paul Kufahl, Building Inspector / Assistant Zoning Administrator 
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REPORT TO PLAN COMMISSION   

FROM:   Steve Kunst, Community Development Director 

DATE:   August 15, 2018 

SUBJECT:   Certified Survey Map Review 

 

APPLICANT:     Paul Hackel  

PROPERTY OWNER(S):  Scott & Lori Geurink 

 

PROPERTY ADDRESS(S): 6200 South Mountain Road 

PARCEL #:   #34.182807.016.002.00.00 & #34.182807.013.000.00.00 

 

REQUEST: Certified Survey Map (CSM) approval for a lot line adjustment creating a parcel without frontage on 

a public street.  

 

CURRENT ZONING:  Estate Residential-1 (ER-1) 

FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION: Residential   

 

 

NARRATIVE:  
 

The applicant seeks Plan Commission recommendation of a CSM to adjust lot lines for the two parcels identified 

in the proposed Stone Horizon subdivision. The Town approved the preliminary plat for Stone Horizon subdivision 

on July 17th. The CSM request is intended to facilitate a land sale from the current owners to the developer of Stone 

Horizon. 

 

Typically, a lot line adjustment of this nature would not require Town review. However, the proposed layout results 

in the existing parcel containing a residence to no longer front or abut a public street. Per RMMC Section 18.08(5)(f) 

“Every lot shall front on or abut a public street. Lots with access only to private drives or streets shall be permitted 

only with the approval of the Town planning agency.” The intent is for this layout to be temporary; again, to 

facilitate a land sale to the developer of Stone Horizon subdivision. However, consideration should be made for a 

scenario in which the subdivision does not come to fruition.  

 

STAFF CONSIDERATIONS: 

• If Stone Horizon subdivision does not get completed, proposed ‘Lot 2’ could not be subdivided until such 

time it establishes frontage along a public street. 

• An ingress/egress easement is necessary at the time proposed ‘Lot 1’ is sold. 

 

POSSIBLE ACTION:  

1. Recommend approval of the Certified Survey Map for the property addressed 6200 South Mountain 

Road, as presented. 

2. Recommend approval of the Certified Survey Map for the property addressed 6200 South Mountain 

Road, with conditions/modifications. 

3. Recommend denial of the Certified Survey Map for the property addressed 6200 South Mountain Road.  
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NOTES:

1.) BEARINGS ARE BASED ON THE WISCONSIN COUNTY COORDINATE SYSTEM, MARATHON COUNTY NAD

83 (2011) AND REFERENCED TO THE SOUTH LINE OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 18, TOWNSHIP 28

NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, MEASURED TO BEAR NORTH 89°34'47" EAST.

2.) WETLANDS OUTSIDE OF SURVEY AREA WERE SCALED PER WISCONSIN DNR WETLAND INVENTORY

MAP.WETLANDS SHOWN WITHIN THE SURVEY AREA WERE LOCATED BY LAND MANAGEMENT

SOLUTIONS, LLC ON MAY 22, 2018.

3.) UNNAMED CREEK AND BLACK CREEK WERE SCALED FROM MARATHON COUNTY GIS.

4.) EXISTING DRIVEWAY TO BE REMOVED AFTER COMPLETION OF THE PROPOSED WHITE OAK STREET.

5.) THE PROPOSED 66' WIDE WHITE OAK STREET AS SHOWN HEREON IS PER THE PRELIMINARY

SUBDIVISION PLAT OF STONE HORIZON AND IS FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSED ONLY.

6.) PROPOSED TEMPORARY 60' RADIUS CUL-DE-SAC PER THE PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PLAT OF

STONE HORIZON. TEMPORARY CUL-DE-SAC EASEMENT WILL TERMINATE ONCE PROPOSED WHITE OAK

STREET IS IMPROVED, DEDICATED AND EXTENDED NORTH.

7.) THE PROPOSED INGRESS/EGRESS EASEMENT AND PROPOSED TEMPORARY CUL-DE-SAC EASEMENT

AS SHOWN HEREON ARE NOT VALID UNLESS AN INSTRUMENT IS RECORDED WITH THE MARATHON

COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS TO GRANT SAID EASEMENTS.

8.) THE PROPOSED INGRESS-EGRESS EASEMENT SHALL TERMINATE ONCE THE PROPOSED WHITE OAK

STREET IS DEDICATED AND CONSTRUCTED WHICH WILL PROVIDE ACCESS TO LOT 2.

CENTER OF SECTION

FOUND SMP NAIL

EAST 1/4 CORNER

FOUND 5/8" IRON ROD

SECTION SUMMARY

SOUTHEAST 1/4

SECTION 18, T28N, R7E

NOT TO SCALE

SOUTH 1/4 CORNER

SET SMP NAIL FROM RECORD TIES

SOUTHEAST CORNER

SET SMP NAIL FROM RECORD TIES

SE1/4 - SE1/4
SW1/4 - SE1/4

NW1/4 - SE1/4

1323.57'

1323.57'

N89° 06' 15"E

N
0
0
°
 
1
0
'
 
0
2
"
W

S89° 34' 47"W

S
0
2
°
 
1
7
'
 
4
2
"
E

1
3
2
0
.
9
6
'

1
3
2
1
.
2
2
'

2
6
4
2
.
1
8
'

S
0
1
°
 
1
4
'
 
0
5
"
E

1372.71'

1372.71'

2745.42'

1
3
2
7
.
4
1
'

1
3
2
6
.
9
0
'

2
6
3
0
.
9
6
'

1
3
1
5
.
4
8
'

1
3
1
5
.
4
8
'

2647.14'

1348.18'

1348.12'

S
0
2
°
 
1
7
'
 
2
7
"
E

N89° 20' 27"E

2696.30'

LINE TABLE

LINE #

L1

L2

L3

BEARING

N80° 46' 23"W

N65° 52' 10"W

N00° 25' 36"W

DISTANCE

117.23'

144.84'

150.81'

CURVE TABLE

CURVE #

C1

C2

C3

C4

C5

ARC

LENGTH

162.42'

60.61'

266.13'

80.92'

185.21'

RADIUS

117.00'

233.00'

233.00'

233.00'

233.00'

CENTRAL

ANGLE

79°32'18"

14°54'13"

65°26'34"

19°53'54"

45°32'40"

CHORD

BEARING

S41° 00' 14"E

S73° 19' 17"E

S33° 08' 53"E

S55° 55' 13"E

S23° 11' 56"E

CHORD

DISTANCE

149.69'

60.44'

251.90'

80.51'

180.37'

TANGENT IN

S01° 14' 05"E

S65° 52' 10"E

S00° 25' 36"E

TANGENT OUT

S80° 46' 23"E

S80° 46' 23"E

S65° 52' 10"E

Of part of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 and the Northeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of Section 18,

Township 28 North, Range 7 East, Town of Rib Mountain, Marathon County, Wisconsin.

MARATHON CO. CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP NO.

SHEET 3 OF 5

RIVERSIDE LAND SURVEYING LLC
6304 KELLY PLACE WESTON, WI 54476 PH 715-241-7500  -  FAX 715-355-6894

email - mail@riversidelandsurveying.com
PREPARED FOR:

DRAWN BY DATE

CHECKED BY PROJECT NO.

S.M.H.

N.J.W.

AUGUST 10, 2018

2794

PAUL HACKEL

NE1/4 - SE1/4

skunst
Typewritten Text
4a-4



I, Nathan J. Wincentsen, Professional Land Surveyor S-2539, hereby certify to the best of my knowledge and belief:

That I have surveyed, mapped and divided part of the Southeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 and the Northeast 1/4 of

the Southeast 1/4 of Section 18, Township 28 North, Range 7 East, Town of Rib Mountain, Marathon County,

Wisconsin, described as follows:

Commencing at the South 1/4 corner of said Section 18; Thence North 89°34'47" East along the South line of said

Southeast 1/4, 1372.71 feet to the West line of the East 1/2 of said Southeast 1/4; Thence North 01°14'05" West

along said West line, 41.10 feet to the North right of way line of South Mountain Road which is the point of

beginning; Thence continuing North 01°14'05" West along said West line, 2601.08 feet to the Northwest corner of

said Northeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4; Thence North 89°06'15" East along the North line of said Northeast 1/4 of

the Southeast 1/4, 1323.57 feet to the East 1/4 corner of said Section 18; Thence South 02°17'42" East along the

monumented East line of the Northeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4, 1326.90 feet to the Southeast corner of said

Northeast 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4; Thence South 89°20'27" West along the South line of said Northeast 1/4 of the

Southeast 1/4, 375.00 feet to the Northwest corner of Lot 1 of Certified Survey Map No. 12751 recorded in Volume

55 on page 69; Thence South 02°17'42" East along the West line of said Lot 1, 1284.63 feet to said North right of

way line of South Mountain Road; Thence South 89°34'24" West along said North right of way line, 996.99 feet to

the point of beginning.

That the above described parcel of land contains 3,031,148 square feet or 69.586 acres, more or less;

That said parcel is subject to all easements, restrictions and right-of-ways of record;

That I have made this survey, division and map thereof at the direction of PAUL HACKEL, Agent of said parcel;

That I have fully complied with the provisions of Section 236.34 of the Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter A-E7 of the

Wisconsin Administrative Code and the subdivision regulations of Marathon County and the Town of Rib Mountain

in Surveying, Mapping and Dividing the same.

That said map is a correct and accurate representation of the exterior boundaries of said parcel and the division

thereof.

Dated this__________ day of_________________________________

________________________________________________________

Riverside Land Surveying LLC

Nathan J. Wincentsen

P.L.S. No. 2539
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I________________________________________ being duly

appointed by the Rib Mountain Town Board do hereby certify

the attached Certified Survey Map has been reviewed and

there are no objections to recording this certified survey in the

Register of Deeds Office.  This instrument shall be recorded

by____________________ or the Town's approval thereof

shall terminate.
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Owners Certificate:

We, Scott D. Geurink & Lori A. Geurink, as owners, hereby certify that I have caused the land described on this

Certified Survey Map to be surveyed, divided and mapped as represented on this Certified Survey Map.  I also certify

that this Certified Survey Map is required to be submitted to the following for approval: Town of Rib Mountain.

Witness the hand and seal of said owner this _____________day of __________________, 2016.

in presence of:

______________________________________________________

Scott D. Geurink

__________ ___________________________________________

Lori A. Geurink

State of Wisconsin )

                                        ss

___________________________ County)

Personally came before me this _______________ day of _________________________________, 2018,

the above named Scott D. Geurink and Lori A. Geurink to me known to be the same persons who executed the

foregoing instrument and acknowledged the same.

(Notary Seal) __________________________________Notary Public, ________________________________,

                                                                                                                                                      City / State

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES _________________.
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REPORT TO PLAN COMMISSION & TOWN BOARD 

FROM:   Steve Kunst, Community Development Director 

DATE:  January 5, 2018 

SUBJECT:   Rib Mountain Comprehensive Plan Update Project  

 

 

NARRATIVE:  

 

This is a continuation of the discussion on the Land Use element of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan as part of the 

overall plan update project. Revisions to the general plan text were made based on the Plan Commission discussion 

in January. Previous discussions largely focused the Future Land Use Map and the general text. Staff would like to 

focus this discussion primarily on the goals and objectives found at the end of the Chapter. This section can be a 

strong tool in guiding future land use decisions. To do so however, these statements need to be more specific.  

 

 

 

POSSIBLE ACTION: No formal action to be taken. Item is for discussion only.  

skunst
Typewritten Text
5a-1



 
CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

LAND USE 
 

 
 
The Town of Rib Mountain anchors the southwest corner of the Wausau metropolitan 
area which generally extends between Brokaw on the north and Mosinee on the south.  
It is located on the west side of the Wisconsin River and encompasses one of the most 
significant physical features in the County – its namesake, Rib Mountain. 
 
Land Use is a crucial component of livability and provides a basis for the formulation of 
policy to coordinate a sustainable pattern of development.  The existing natural landscape 
and land use patterns influence future land use and development.  Much of the Region 
has population and housing densities well below the state average, which in turn places 
more reliance on automobiles to get to and from work, shopping and other activities.  
Balancing the needs of the community with land use issues requires that each situation 
be considered individually and that the community seeks the solution which fits the unique 
challenges that it faces. 
 
PREVIOUS PLANS AND STUDIES 

 
RIB MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 
The Town adopted this plan in 1989, replacing an earlier community plan prepared in 
1978.  The plan is based on the following eight goals: 
 
1. To protect and enhance the quality of Rib Mountain’s residential living environment. 
2. To identify and designate areas for small-lot suburban housing which are located in a 

healthy, safe, convenient, efficient, and attractive environment, while controlling the 
overall rate of residential growth. 

3. To establish commercial areas that provide goods and services in a convenient, safe 
and attractive environment. 

4. To restrict industrial areas to those locations where industrial activities will not degrade 
the Town’s natural or residential living environment. 

5. To provide a safe and efficient transportation network that will facilitate the movement 
of people and goods. 

6. To provide a diversified local recreational system that will meet the needs and desires 
of Town residents. 

7. To develop a pattern of land use that will protect the natural environment of Rib 
Mountain. 

8. To maintain a comprehensive, continuous, and coordinated community planning 
effort. 
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SHAPING GROWTH IN RIB MOUNTAIN 
 
This report focused on implementation of the 1989 Community Development Plan through 
community prioritization of plan recommendations.  No changes or updates were made 
to the goals outlined in the 1989 plan. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 2005 
 
In 2005, the Town adopted its first comprehensive plan, establishing a new set of goals 
and objectives.  The 2005 plan was completed as part of a massive planning effort 
coordinated by Marathon County that resulted in individual comprehensive plans for 
Marathon County and most of its 62 local units of government including the Town of Rib 
Mountain. That comprehensive plan serves as a base for preparation of this 
comprehensive plan which is essentially an update.   
 
REGIONAL LIVABILITY PLAN 
 
The 2015 Regional Livability Plan (RLP), written by the North Central Wisconsin Regional 
Planning Commission, addresses issues of livability in the areas of housing, 
transportation, economic development, and land use.  Land use strategies are developed 
for promoting efficient development patterns and keeping governmental costs (and taxes) 
down, such as multi-modal transportation connections, traditional neighborhood designs 
as an alternative to subdivisions, new urbanism concepts with mixed-uses, services within 
walking distance, transit-oriented development, and clustered housing concepts which 
allow opportunities for trails or open space.   
 
INVENTORY AND TRENDS 

 
EXISTING LAND USE 
 
The Town of Rib Mountain is characterized by the presence of two significant natural 
features; Rib Mountain and Nine-Mile Forest Unit, a large wetland complex used for 
recreation and scientific study.  Most development in the Town has taken place to the 
north and east of the mountain, extending toward the Wisconsin River.  Much of the 
community consists of residential development with most commercial development 
concentrated along CTH N (Rib Mountain Drive) and at interchanges on USH 51 (CTH N 
and NN).  The area south of the mountain and north and east of Nine-Mile Forest Unit 
consists primarily of large lot, single family housing. 
 
For purposes of this plan, tax assessment land use categories were used to represent 
existing land use.  Table 7-1 describes the various land use cover categories and the 
Existing Land Use Map illustrates the existing land cover.  
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Table 7.1:  Existing Land Use, 2015 

Land Use Type Acres Percent 

Agriculture 674.98 4.10% 

Commercial 339.50 2.06% 

Governmental 121.67 0.74% 

Industrial 331.87 2.02% 

Multi-family Residential 1,041.76 6.33% 

Outdoor Recreation 4,859.41 29.54% 

Residential 2,075.62 12.62% 

Transportation 1,096.92 6.67% 

Water 990.10 6.02% 

Woodlands 4,919.36 29.90% 

Total Acres 16,451.00 100.00% 
Source:  NCWRPC GIS 

 
 
LAND SUPPLY 
 
Significant portions of the Town are already developed; however, adequate land area 
remains for future development under reasonable projection scenarios.  The commercial 
corridor to the east of Interstate-39 is nearly built out, but continues to see redevelopment, 
and the construction of County Highway R has opened some new opportunities for 
commercial development.  Some parcels have been slow to reach their development 
potential due to owners that have been holding out for prices above market value.   
 
Land west of Interstate-39 primarily consists of residential development.  Land is 
generally more open and potentially available in these areas subject to market factors.  
However, extensive areas are affected by environmental constraints such as steep slope, 
floodplain and / or wetland.  The Town is interested in possible development of 
neighborhood type commercial in certain locations on the west side that could serve 
needs of residents living in a local area, but not be a regional draw generating additional 
traffic within existing neighborhoods.   
 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR REDEVELOPMENT 
 
 RIB MOUNTAIN DRIVE COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR 
 
As indicated above, the commercial corridor along Rib Mountain Drive continues to see 
redevelopment. Older commercial buildings are being converted or demolished for new 
retail and restaurant uses throughout the corridor. As the corridor nears complete build 
out, redevelopment projects become vital to continued success.  
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 EAGLE AVENUE / ORIOLE LANE NEIGHBORHOOD 
 
One of the Town’s longest standing residential neighborhoods can be found near the 
north end of the Rib Mountain Drive commercial corridor. Generally, this area is bound to 
the north by Bluebird Lane, west by Eagle Avenue, east by Rib Mountain Drive, and to 
the south by Oriole Lane. The neighborhood is entirely surrounded by commercial 
development and in close proximity to the North Mountain Road / Interstate 39 
interchange. As a result, the Town often sees land use conflicts with proposed 
commercial redevelopment projects. When considering the existing residential uses 
along with strong commercial interests, this neighborhood appears to lend itself well to a 
mixed-use district. Future commercial encroachment on existing residential lands should 
occur from the outer edges of the neighborhood, rather than the center.  
 
 FORMER QUARRY SITES 
 
The Town is also looking at the desired future re-use of former quarry sites. These sites 
are most prevalent along the west end of South Mountain Road and along Red Bud Road, 
just north of the County’s Nine Mile Recreation Area.  Active mining operations are being 
phased out, and the Town is interested in identifying viable future uses of these sites. A 
combination of recreation and residential development are encrouraged.  
 
LAND DEMAND 
 
An estimate of land needed for future development was based on the most recent (will 
insert date upon formal adoption) sewer service area plan developed for the Wausau 
Urban Area.  The methodology utilizes Wisconsin DOA population projections, average 
residential development density, employment projections from a local economic 
development study and average employment per acre.  No agricultural land is expected 
to be added within the Town, and conversion of at least some of the existing agricultural 
land to other uses is inevitable.  See Table 7-2 for estimated land demands. Staff is 
checking with NCWRPC on methodology as the residential land projection appears low. 
 

Table 7.2 Estimated Land Demand in Acres  

Category 
Projected Additional Acreage 

2025 2030 2035 2040 

Agricultural 0 0 0 0 

Residential 10 10 10 10 

Commercial 26 26 26 26 

Industrial 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
Source: NCWRPC. 

 
LAND VALUES 
 
Table 7-3 displays the assed land values in the Town of Rib Mountain.  In 2017, the 
assessed value of land and improvements was $734,726,800. 
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Table 7.3 Assessed Land Value, 2017 

Classification Acres Total Value – Land 

Residential 2,621 $126,970,500 

Commercial 720 $60,861,700 

Manufacturing 1 $90,900 

Agriculture 1,250 $177,300 

Undeveloped 449 $232,300 

Forest 2,059 $5,800,400 

Ag-Forest 4556 $688,200 

Other 39 $225,400 

Total 7,594 $195,046,700 
Source: Wisconsin Department of Revenue, Final Statement of Assessments 2017 

 
FUTURE LAND USE 

 
The Town of Rib Mountain Future Land Use Map represents the anticipated future pattern 
of land uses.  The map includes distinct land use categories to guide where new 
residential and non-residential development should be encouraged to locate or where 
development should be discouraged.  See the Land Use Descriptions below for a general 
overview of each land use category on the plan map. 
 
As shown on the Future Land Use Map, a large portion the Town consists of land devoted 
to outdoor recreation, park and open space uses.  Outdoor Recreation land uses occupy 
the largest proportion of land area in the Town.  This is due to the presence of Rib 
Mountain State Park, Granite Peak Ski Resort, and Nine Mile Forest Unit / Recreation 
Area.  Woodland also constitutes a fairly large amount of area. 
 
Residential land uses comprise the largest category of developed land.  Much of the 
residential area in the northeast part of the Town is served by public sewer and water with 
traditional suburban style density.  Residential areas in the south and west parts of the 
Town are generally low density and are not served by public sewer and water.  
Commercial land uses comprise about 5% of the Town and are concentrated along Rib 
Mountain Drive and the west side of I-39/51.  Quarry and/or gravel pits occupy over 400 
acres in the west part of the Town.  Mining operations are slowly winding down in this 
area, and the Town needs to carefully consider how this land is to be re-used after the 
reclamation process is complete. 
 
Land Use Descriptions 
Agriculture 
Tilled agriculture, prime farmland, fallow, pasture and undetermined agriculture. 
 

Commercial  
Retail and services oriented.   
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Business and Office 
Moderate scaled commercial offices and low-traffic volume services in suburban 
landscaped setting. 
 

Government & Institutional 
Schools, churches, cemeteries, libraries, government buildings, utilities. 
 

Industrial (Reclamation Transition Area) 
Quarry/Gravel Pit, non-metallic mining operations transitioning to other uses via 
reclamation process. 
 

Multi-Family Residential 
Multiple family structures with three or more households, condos, duplexes, apartments. 
 

Outdoor Recreation 
Park and open space areas. 
 

Residential 
One family structures, farm residences, mobile homes. 
 

Transportation 
Transportation corridors and areas including road ways, right-of-way, etc. 
 

Woodlands 
Undeveloped areas with woodland cover. 
 
LAND USE ISSUES 

 

• Development Constraints - The primary factors limiting the potential for new 
development in Rib Mountain are its natural features.  Steep slopes and abundant 
wetlands limit the amount and intensity of development in much of the western half 
of the Town.  As a result, much of the vacant land in this area is suitable only for 
low-density residential development.   

 

• Maintain Unique Areas of the Town - The Town would like to protect and 
maintain the character of its principal use areas including the main commercial 
core east of Interstate 39/51, the suburban office area along County Highway R, 
and the residential area to the west of Highways 39/51 and R.  The intent is to 
maintain the integrity of the commercial areas and to protect the character of the 
residential areas of the Town from encroachment of higher intensity commercial 
with elevated traffic levels. 

 

• Ski Hill Development - Rib Mountain is one of the most prominent natural features 
in the region and the scenic and natural character of the mountain itself enhances 
the Town’s appeal as a place to live.  Granite Peak Ski Resort on Rib Mountain is 
a big attraction for visitors, but can sometimes be at odds with area residents.  
Granite Peak is in the process of developing plans to expand its facilities. However, 
concerns exist with Town residents regarding the impact of such development on 
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the surrounding community and natural environment.  These concerns should be 
communicated to the state through the State Park master plan update process.   

 

• Rib Mountain Drive Development – Town officials identify the need to maintain 
the viability of Rib Mountain Drive as a strong commercial corridor. A concerted 
effort to plan for the future of the corridor is needed in light of the ever-changing 
retail market.  Since 1993, Rib Mountain Drive has undergone major land use 
changes and traffic volumes have burgeoned and are expected to continue to 
increase in the future.  

 

• Surplus Town Owned Lands - The Town owns a number of unused or 
underutilized parcels of land.  There has been some discussion that the Town 
should work to determine the best use of these parcels whether it be to retain for 
possible future use, to use to expand or enhance existing town services or 
amenities, to return to the tax rolls and encourage desirable private sector 
development, or some other purposes. 

 
LAND USE CONFLICTS 

 
Any plan should seek to avoid or minimize potential future land use conflicts through 
controlled development, planned use-buffers, public information and education 
components.  In order to attain the desired outcome, it is important to identify the existing 
or potential conflicts between land uses in the Town.  Some degree of undesirability may 
exist between certain land use combinations, such as a residential development in close 
proximity to a particular industrial or commercial development. Potential conflicts could 
include, but are not limited to, sight, sound, odor, or traffic.   
 
 
LAND USE GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS 

 
The following goals, objectives and actions are intended to provide a policy framework 
and guide for the future development of the Town. 
 
GOAL 1:  Enhance the quality of Rib Mountain’s residential living environment. 
 

The Town of Rib Mountain encourages high-quality, attractive development. 
 

Objective 1:  Identify areas where specific types of residential development, such as 
small lots, large lots, or subdivisions should be encouraged. 

 
Objective 2:  Identify and designate areas for small-lot suburban housing that provide 
a healthy, safe, convenient, efficient, and attractive environment.  

 
Objective 3:  Manage the location and density of residential development in order to 
minimize the Town’s development-related costs (e.g., public safety services, paved 
roads, etc.). 
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Objective 3:  Provide adequate roadways, parks and other amenities in new 
subdivisions.  

 
Action 1:  Concentrate small lot residential development within the boundaries 
of the Sanitary District. 

 
Action 2:  Maintain and consistently enforce strict standards for subdivision 
design.  Continue to require developers to pay for all necessary public 
improvements (e.g., roads, parks, etc.).  

 
GOAL 2:  Provide tools for managing growth. 
 

The Town of Rib Mountain strives to maintain comprehensive, continuous 
and coordinated community planning, and encourage new development to 
locate in close proximity to existing developed areas by adopting, 
consistently enforcing and updating various codes and ordinances needed 
to achieve plan goals. 

 
Objective 1:  Base land use decisions on Rib Mountain’s adopted comprehensive 
plan.  

 
Objective 2:  Update the zoning and subdivision regulations on a regular basis to 
ensure they support the community vision expressed by the adopted future land use 
map.  

 
Objective 3:  Direct more intensive future growth to areas that are contiguous to 
existing developed areas.   

 
Objective 4:  Identify areas to target for redevelopment. 

 
Objective 5:  Ensure sensitive resources such as wetlands, rivers, and wooded 
slopes are adequately buffered from more intensive development. 

 
Action 1:  Identify areas/parcels where redevelopment is desired and zone 
accordingly to foster desired future development.  

 
Action 2:  Identify and zone areas near existing commercial and industrial 
development to accommodate new commercial development.  

 
Action 3:  Continue to enforce and update, as needed, buffer requirements 
between adjacent uses of different intensities.   

 
Action 4:  Continue to identify areas where insufficient access management is 
creating safety and traffic flow problems and work with property owners to 
encourage improvements (i.e., driveway consolidations) where possible.  
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Action 5:  Continue to routinely update subdivision ordinance and building code 
to ensure they remain up-to-date. 
 
Action 6:  Determine how to best utilize surplus Town owned lands and 
establish appropriate action plan / schedule to accomplish. 

 
GOAL 3:  Proactively plan for commercial uses. 
 

The Town of Rib Mountain strives to ensure commercial development 
occurs in an environmentally sensitive manner with minimal impacts on 
surrounding properties, and encourages the concentration of commercial 
development in areas with good transportation access. 

 
Objective 1:  Direct heavy commercial uses to locations that will not degrade the 
Town’s natural or residential living environment. 

 
Objective 2:  Establish commercial areas that provide goods and services in a 
convenient, safe and attractive environment. 

 
Objective 3:  Explore opportunities for redevelopment around major intersections, 
including along US 51/STH 29 at Rib Mountain Drive (CTH N) and North Mountain 
Road (CTH NN). 

 
Objective 4:  To continue to encourage office development along North Hummingbird. 

 
Action 1:  Identify and zone areas near existing commercial to accommodate 
new commercial/industrial development.  

 
Action 2:  Amend zoning ordinance as necessary to ensure intensive 
commercial uses are not allowed in areas desired for residential use or where 
the natural character should be preserved. 

 
Action 3:  Continue to enforce zoning regulations related to signage, site 
lighting, landscaping, parking lot design, and building design. 
 
Action 4: Prepare a corridor study for the long-range development of Rib 
Mountain Drive. 
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REPORT TO PLANNING COMMISSION   

FROM:   Steve Kunst, Community Development Director 

DATE:  August 16, 2018 

SUBJECT:   Amendments to the Town’s Fire Protection Ordinance 

 

APPLICANT: Town of Rib Mountain 

 

REQUEST: Plan Commission recommendation on proposed amendments to the Town’s Fire Protection 

Ordinance. 

 

NARRATIVE:  

 

The Town of Rib Mountain’s contracted fire protection agency, the South Area Fire and Emergency Response 

District, is proposing updates to the Town’s Fire Prevention code (see attached). The proposed amendments were 

coordinated with the City of Wausau in an attempt to make regulations more uniform for individuals and 

businesses throughout the region as well as to conform with the latest national fire protection standards.  

 

 

 

POSSIBLE ACTION:  

1. Recommend approval of the proposed amendments to Rib Mountain Municipal Code Chapter 5 – Fire 

Protection, as presented. 

 

2. Recommend approval of the proposed amendments to Rib Mountain Municipal Code Chapter 5 – Fire 

Protection, with conditions/modifications. 

 

3. Recommend denial of the proposed amendments to Rib Mountain Municipal Code Chapter 5 – Fire 

Protection. 
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Chapter 34 Page 1  

Chapter 34  

FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION*  
  

  

  

Article I.  Fire Commission  

Article II.  Fire Prevention  

Sec. 34.200.  
  

Purpose.  

Sec. 34.201.  
  

Scope.  

Sec. 34.202.  
  

Exceptions.  

Sec. 34.203.  
  

Adoption of Wisconsin Administrative Code.  

Sec. 34.204.  
  

Inspection fees designated.  

Sec. 34.205.  
  

Permits required.  

Sec. 34.206.  
  

Definitions.  

Sec. 34.207.  
  

Fire Chief.  

Sec. 34.208.  
  

Permits.  

Sec. 34.209.  
  

Burning, heating and lighting.  

Sec. 34.210.  
  

Combustible Materials.  

Sec. 34.211.  
  

Fire hazards.  

Sec. 34.212.  
  

Enforcement.  

Sec. 34.213.  
  

Places of assembly.  

Sec. 34.214.  
  

General fire safety requirements.  

Sec. 34.215.  
  

  

Possession of ignition devices prohibited.  
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Chapter 34 Page 2  

Article III.  False Fire Alarms  

Sec. 34.300.  
  

Purpose.   

Sec. 34.301.  Definitions.  
Sec. 34.302.  Registration of Fire Alarm Systems  
  
Sec. 34.303.  Display of Fire Alarm Registration.  
  
Sec. 34.304.  Responsibility for Compliance; Requirement of Alarm User to Respond to Scene.  
  
Sec. 34.305.  False Fire Alarms.  
  
Sec. 34.306.  Service Fees.  
  
Sec. 34.307.  Conflict with other Village Ordinances.  
  
Sec. 34.308.  Penalties.  
 
Sec. 34.309.     Frequency of Inspections  
  
__________  
* Cross References--Buildings and Building Regulations, Chapter. 14; Emergency Alarm Systems, § 18.115 et seq.; Civil 
Emergencies, Chapter. 22.  
State Law References--Authority and obligations regarding fire protection generally, Wis. Stat. § 61.65(2).   

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/61/65/2
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/61/65/2
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/61/65/2
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Chapter 34 Page 3  

ARTICLE I  FIRE COMMISSION  

Note: The Village of Weston is a partner in the S.A.F.E.R Fire District which functions with its’ 
own Board of Fire Commissioners.  
  
(Ord. of 3-19-15) [Amended via Ord. 15-025, 11/7/2015]  
  

ARTICLE II  FIRE PREVENTION  
  
  
Sec. 34.200.  Purpose.  
  
It is the intent of this code to prescribe regulations consistent with recognized standard practice 
for the safeguarding to a responsible degree of life and property from the hazards of fire and 
explosion arising from the storage, handling and use of hazardous substances, materials and 
devices, and from conditions hazardous to life and property in the use or occupancy of buildings 
or premises.  
  
 
  
Sec. 34.201.  Scope.  
  
The provisions of this code shall apply equally to new and existing conditions except that the 
existing conditions not in strict compliance with the terms of this code shall be permitted to 
continue where the exceptions do not constitute a distinct hazard to life or adjoining property.  
  
 
  
Sec. 34.202.  Exceptions.  
  
Nothing contained in this code shall be construed as applying to the transportation of any article 
or thing shipped in conformity with the regulations prescribed by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, nor as applying to the military forces of the United States.  
  
 
  
Sec. 34.203.  Adoption of Wisconsin Administrative Code  
  
  (a)  Codes adopted. The following codes as adopted by the State of Wisconsin are by 

reference made a part of the Village Fire Prevention Code along with any subsequent 
amendments and/or revisions thereto adopted by the State of Wisconsin:  
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(b)  
   Safety, Buildings, and Environment  

Appendix – General Part I  
 

(1)    SPS 305 Licenses, Certificates and Registration  
 
(2)    SPS 307 Explosives and Fireworks 
 
(3)    SPS 310 Flammable and Combustible Liquids  
 
(4)    SPS 314 Fire Prevention  
 
(5)    SPS 316 Electrical 
 
(6)    SPS 318 Elevators, Escalators and Life Devices  
 
    
  General Part II  
  
(6) SPS 326 Manufactured Home Communities  
  
(7) SPS 328 Smoke Detectors and Carbon Monoxide Detectors  
  
(8) SPS 340 Gas Systems  
  
    Commercial Building Code  
  
(9) SPS 361 Administration and Enforcement  
  
(10) SPS 362 Buildings and Structures  
  
(11) SPS 363 Energy Conservation  
  
(12) SPS 364 Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning  
  
(13) SPS 365 Fuel Gas Appliances  
  
(14) SPS 366 Existing Buildings  
  
(15) SPS 361 – 366 Appendix A  
  
(16) SPS 361 – 366 Appendix B  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/305
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/register/2011/672b/insert/sps307
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/register/2011/672b/insert/sps310
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/register/2013/693b/insert/sps314_
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/316
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/register/2011/672b/insert/sps318
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/326_360/326
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/326_360/326
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/326_360/328
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/326_360/328
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/326_360/340
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/326_360/340
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/361
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/361
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/362
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/362
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/363
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/363
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/364
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/364
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/365
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/365
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/366
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/366
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/366_a/_4
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/366_a/_4
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/366_b/_3
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/361_366/366_b/_3
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Buildings Constructed Prior to 1914  

(17) SPS 375 Definitions and General Requirements  

(18) SPS 376 Factories, Office and Mercantile Buildings  

(19) SPS 377 Theaters, and Assembly Halls  

(20) SPS 378 Schools and other places of instruction  
(21) SPS 379 Apartment Houses, Hotels, and Places of Detention  
  
(22) NFPA 1 – Fire Prevention Code;  
  
(23) NFPA 54 – National Fuel Gas Code;  
  
(24) NFPA 58 – Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code;  
  
(25) NFPA 101 – Life Safety Code  
  
Also adopted prospectively are any and all amendments that shall from time to time be made to 
any of the foregoing provisions of the administrative code, and these amendments shall be made 
a part of this Code as if each and every one of these amendments were separately incorporated in 
this section by reference.  
  
(c) Interpretation of conflict. Whenever the provisions of the codes mentioned in section  

34.203(a) conflict, the stricter interpretation shall apply.  
  
(d) Original Codes These codes can be viewed by accessing the State of Wisconsin 

Administrative Code at http://www.docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/toc/sps.  
  
  
Sec. 34.204.  Inspection fees designated.  
  
Fees shall apply as follows:  
  
(a) Department of Commerce Petition for Variance.  
  

(1) Variance requires no position statement, chief’s signature $20.00  
  

(2) Variance requires position statement, no site visit  $60.00  
  

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/375_379/375
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/375_379/375
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/375_379/376
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/375_379/376
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/375_379/377
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/375_379/377
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/375_379/378
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/375_379/378
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/375_379/379
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/375_379/379
http://www.docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/toc/sps
http://www.docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/toc/sps
http://www.docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/toc/sps
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(3) Variance requires position statement, one site visit $90.00  
  

(4) Multiple variances file concurrently for same site  
a. First petition           $60.00  

b. Each additional petition        $25.00  

c. Per site visit            $35.00  

(b) Temporary or permanent L.P. installations of 250 gallon to 2,000 gallon W.C. – 
commercial and/or industrial site (one and two family residential and agricultural 
installations are not excluded) - $50.00.  

  
(c) Fees for re-inspection. Any person who shall fail to comply with any lawful order of the 

S.A.F.E.R. Fire Chief, S.A.F.E.R. Deputy Fire Chief, S.A.F.E.R. Fire Marshall or his/her 
designee issued pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter may be assessed  a re-inspection 
fee as defined by the schedule of fees for compliance inspections in excess of two. Re-
inspection fees that are not paid timely shall be entered on the tax roll as a special charge 
against said lot or parcel of land pursuant to the provisions of Wis. Stat. § 66.0627 for 
collection and settlement under Wis. Stats. Chapter 74.  

  
Sec. 34.205.  Permits required.  
  
Fees for the following permits are as provided in the municipal fee schedule:  
  
(a) Controlled burning  
  
(b) Fireworks/Pyrotechnics.  
  
(c) Tents – for tents over 200 square feet in area when erected, maintained, operated, or used in 

or on a commercial zoned property. Tents utilized for residential purposes do not require 
permits.  

  
(d) Wood-fired apparatus.  
  
Sec. 34.206.  Definitions.  
  
  (a)  Definitions. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following terms shall, for the 

purposes of this code, have the meanings indicated in this chapter.  
  
(1) Access Box. A steel key vault, mounted on the exterior of a building that contains keys, 

floor plans, maps or other items as required by the AHJ, for access to all portions of the 
building.  
 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/66/VI/0627
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/66/VI/0627
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/74
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/74
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(2) Adult Day Care. Any place, that receives at any time for compensation four or more adults, 
for care and supervision, for less than twenty-four (24) hours a day.  

(3) Adult Family Home. Similar to a CBRF except that they are licensed for five or less 
tenants.  

(4) Approved. Acceptable to the AHJ.  
  
(5) Approved Agency. An agency accepted or acceptable to the Bureau of Fire  

Prevention, such as Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, the American Gas Association laboratories or other 
nationally recognized testing authorities.  

  
(6) Assembly Group A. Group A occupancies includes, among other, the use of a building or 

structure, or a portion thereof, for the gathering together of persons for purposes such as 
civic, social or religious functions, recreation, food or drink consumption or awaiting 
transportation. A room or space used for assembly purposes by less than fifty (50) persons 
and accessory to another occupant shall be included as a part of that occupancy. Assembly 
occupancies shall include the following:  

  
a. A-1 - Assembly uses, usually with fixed seating, intended for the production and 

viewing of performing arts or motion pictures.  
  

b. A-2 - Assembly uses intended for food and/or drink consumption.  
  

c. A-3 - Assembly uses intended for worship, recreation or amusement and other 
assembly uses not classified elsewhere in Group A.  

  
d. A-4 - Assembly uses intended for viewing of indoor sporting events and  

activities with spectator seating.  
  

e. A-5 - Assembly uses intended for participation in or viewing outdoor activities.  
  
(7) Automatic Fire Detector. A device designed to detect specific products of fire – smoke, 

heat or both.  
  
(8) Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). Shall be the Fire Chief, or designee of the Fire 

Chief, to enforce this Code, the laws of the State of Wisconsin, as designated in Wisconsin 
Administrative Code SPS 314  

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and 
_environment/301_319/314, pertaining to the prevention of fires and public 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/314
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/314
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/314
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/314
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/314
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/314
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safety, and approving equipment installation, or procedures as outlined in 
NFPA Standards, Codes and/or Recommended Practices.  

(9) Automatic Closing Device. Means one which functions without human intervention and is 
actuated as a result of predetermined temperature rise, rate of rise of temperature, 
combustion products or smoke density.  

(10) Automatic Fire Alarm System. A system which automatically detects fire condition and 
actuates Notification Appliances throughout the protected premises.  

  
(11) Automatic Fire-Extinguishing System. An approved system of devices and equipment 

which automatically detects a fire and discharges an approved fire extinguishing agent onto 
or in the area of fire.  

  
(12) Automatic Fire Sprinkler System. An integrated system of underground and/or overhead 

piping designed in accordance with fire protection standards. The system includes a 
suitable water supply. The portion of the system above ground is a network of specially 
sized or hydraulically designed piping installed in a structure or area, generally overhead, 
and to which automatic sprinklers are connected in a systematic pattern. The system is 
usually activated by heat from a fire and discharges water over the fire area.  

  
(13) Basement. That portion of a building that is partly or completely below grade plane. A 

basement shall be considered as a story.  
  
(14) Bureau of Fire Prevention. The Bureau of Fire Prevention is made up of the following 

personnel: The Fire Chief, The Fire Marshal and/or Fire Inspectors, or any other Designee 
of the Chief.  

  
(15) Boarding House. A building arranged or used as lodging for compensation, with or 

without meals, not occupied as a single-family unit.  
  
(16) Business Group B. Group B occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building or 

structure, or a portion thereof, for office, professional or service type transactions, 
including storage of records and accounts.  

  
(17) Ceiling. The upper surface of a space, regardless of height. Areas with a suspended ceiling 

would have two ceilings, one visible from the floor, and one above the suspended ceiling.  
  
(18) Code. A standard that is an extensive compilation of provisions covering a broad subject 

matter or that is suitable for adoption into law independently of other codes and standards.  
  
(19) Combustible Material. All material not classified as “Noncombustible” are considered 

combustible. This property of a material does not relate to its ability to structurally perform 
under fire exposure. The degree of combustibility is not defined by standard fire test 
procedures.  
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(20) Common Area. Common area refers to any area in a building that can be accessed by more 
than one person from different families at one time.  

  
(21) Community Based Residential Facility (CBRF). A community facility where five or more 

adults who are not related to the operator or administrator and who do not require care 
above intermediate level nursing care reside and receive care, treatment or services that are 
above the level of room and board, but that include no more than three hours of nursing 
care per week per resident.  

  
(22) Conditional Approval. An approval of plans and/or specifications by the AHJ based upon 

information provided to the AHJ, including but not limited to, any changes required by the 
AHJ to the above-mentioned plans and/or specifications.  

  
(23) Consultant(s). A company, individual or agency hired by the Bureau of Fire Prevention to 

provide advice to the Bureau of Fire Prevention on fire related issues. Consultants may 
provide services, which could include plan reviews of fire suppression systems, fire alarm 
systems, witness tests and/or conduct inspections.  

  
(24) Day Care Center. Any place which receives at any one time for compensation four or more 

children under the age of seven years, for care and supervision, for less than twenty-four 
(24) hours a day or more than ten days a month, without the attendance of a parent, relative 
or legal guardian.  

  
(25) Dwelling or Dwelling Unit. A single unit providing living facilities for one or more 

persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and 
sanitation. For the purpose of this code, dwelling unit includes apartments and 
condominiums but does not include hotel and motel rooms, guest suites, dormitories, 
boarding rooms, or sleeping rooms in nursing homes.  

  
a. Single Family Dwelling. A detached building containing only one  

dwelling unit and designed for one family.  
  

b. Two Family Dwelling. A detached building containing not more than two  
individual dwelling units which are entirely separated by vertical walls or 
horizontal floors, unpierced except for access to the outside or common 
basement.  

  
(26) Educational Group E. Group E occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building or 

structure, or a portion thereof, by six or more persons at any one time for educational 
purposes through the 12th grade.  
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(27) Factory Industrial Group F. Group F occupancy includes, among others, the use of a 
building or structure, or a portion thereof, for assembly, disassembly,  

fabricating, finishing, manufacturing, packaging, repair or processing operations 
that are not classified as Group H occupancy.  

  
a. F-1 Moderate-Hazard occupancy.  

  
b. F-2 Low-Hazard occupancy.  

  
(28) False Alarm. The willful and knowing initiation or transmission of a signal, message or 

other notification of an event of fire when no such danger exists.  
  

a. Malicious Alarm. A false alarm of fire deliberately sounded by someone in order to 
inconvenience the Fire Department.  

  
b. Accidental Alarm. An alarm set off and transmitted through accidental operation of 

an automatic or manual fire alarm device.  
  

c. Good Intent False Alarm. An alarm that turns out to be false but was  
reported in good faith.  

  
(29) Family Unit. Two or more individuals who are related to each other by blood,  

marriage, adoption or legal guardianship. For purposes of this code a group of 
not more than 4 persons not necessarily related by blood or marriage, living 
together in a single living unit will be considered equivalent to a single family.  

  
(30) Fire Alarm Annunciation Device. A device connected to a fire alarm to signal either a fire 

or trouble condition. Fire Alarm Annunciation Devices could include visual devices, 
horn/strobes, horns, bells, and/or annunciator panels.  

  
(31) Fire Alarm Initiating Device. A device connected to a Fire Alarm System that causes a 

trouble, supervisory and/or alarm signal to be initiated. Fire Alarm Initiating Devices could 
include: smoke, heat, flame, ionization, or photoelectric detectors, water flow, low air, low 
temperature, low water, or supervisory switches.  

  
(32) Fire Alarm System. A system or portion of a combination system that consists of 

components and circuits arranged to monitor and annunciate the status of the fire alarm or 
supervisory signal-initiating devices to activate notification appliances throughout the 
protected premises and to initiate the appropriate response to those signals.  

  
(33) Fire Control System. A system designed and constructed with the intent of controlling or 

limiting a fire. Fire Control Systems may be automatic or nonautomatic. Fire Control 
Systems could include Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems, standpipe systems, chemical 
agent systems, fire hydrants and/or any other system acceptable to the AHJ.  
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(34) Fire Department Connection (FDC). A part of a sprinkler, standpipe, deluge and/or 

combination system to be used by the Fire Department to pump additional water into the 
system(s) it is connected to.  

  
(35) Fire Door Assembly. Any combination of a fire door, frame, hardware, and other 

accessories that together provide a certain degree of fire protection to the opening.  
  
(36) Fire Resistive. That property of materials or their assemblies that prevents or  

retards the passage of excessive heat, hot gases or flame under conditions of 
use. Materials are tested as prescribed in Section 703 of the Wisconsin Enrolled 
Building Code. http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/703  

  
(37) Firewall. A fire-resistance-rated wall having protected openings, which restricts the spread 

of fire and extends continuously from the foundation to or through the roof, with sufficient 
structural stability under fire conditions to allow collapse of construction on either side 
without collapse of the wall.  

  
(38) Floor Area or Square Footage of a Building. Refers to the total square footage of the 

sums of all basement, floor levels, balconies and mezzanines.  
  

a. The area for basements and floor levels shall be measured from the outside 
perimeter of the outside walls.  

  
b. The area for mezzanines shall be determined from the product of the length of the 

mezzanine multiplied by the width of the mezzanine.  
  

c. For the purpose of determining square footage, fire division walls will not be 
accepted as outside walls or area dividers.  

  
d. Buildings that are in close proximity to each other will have their building square 

footage added together to arrive at the total square footage.  
  

e. For the purpose of determining close proximity the following will hold true:  
  

1. Single story buildings – Thirty (30) feet apart or less.  
  

2. Two story buildings – Sixty (60) feet apart or less.  
  

3. Three story buildings – Sixty (60) feet apart or less.  
  

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/703
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/703
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/703
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/703
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4. All other multiple story buildings – Sixty (60) feet apart.  
  

5. Buildings of variable height next to each other – Thirty (30) feet apart or 
less.  

  
f. For the purpose of determining square footage a Fire Wall which has a fire  

resistance rating of not less than four hours and which subdivides or 
separates a building to restrict the spread of fire, including a three foot 
parapet wall is an approved area divider.  

  
(39) Floor, Ground. That level of a building on a sloping or multilevel site which has a floor 

line at or not more than three feet above exit discharge grade for at least ½ of the required 
exit discharges.  

  
(40) Frequenter. Means every person, other than an employee, who may go in or be in a place 

of employment or public building under circumstances which render such person other than 
a trespasser. Such term includes a pupil or student when enrolled in or receiving instruction 
at an educational institution.  

  
(41) Grade Plane. A reference plane representing the average of finished ground  

level adjoining the building exterior walls. Where the finished ground level 
slopes away from the exterior walls, the reference plane shall be established by 
the lowest points within the area between the building and the lot line or, where 
the lot line is more than six feet from the building, between the building and a 
point six feet from the building.  

  
(42) Height, Building. The vertical distance from the Grade Plane to the average height of the 

highest roof surface.  
  
(43) Hazardous Group H. Group H occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building or 

structure, or a portion thereof, that involves the manufacturing, processing, generation or 
storage of materials that constitute a physical or health hazard in quantities in excess of 
those found in Tables 307.1(1) and 307.1(2) of the International Building Code.  

  
a. H-1 Buildings and structures which contain materials that poses a detonation 

hazard.  
  

b. H-2 Buildings and structures which contain materials that pose a deflagration 
hazard or a hazard from accelerated burning.  

  
c. H-3 Buildings and structures which contain materials that readily support 

combustion or pose a physical hazard.  
  

d. H-4 Buildings and structures which contain materials that are health hazards.  

http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
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e. H-5 Semiconductor fabrication facilities and comparable research and development 

areas in which hazardous production materials are used and the aggregate quantity 
of materials is in excess of those listed in Tables 307.1(1) and 307.1(2) of the 
International Building Code.  

(44) Institutional Group I. Group I occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building or 
structure, or a portion thereof, in which people having physical limitations because of 
health or age are harbored for medical treatment or other care or treatment, or in which 
people are detained for penal or correctional purposes or in which the liberty of the 
occupants is restricted. Institutional occupancies are classified as I-1, I-2, I-3 or I-4, as 
described in the International Building Code.  

  
(45) Listed. Means included in a list published by a nationally recognized testing  

laboratory, inspection agency, or other organization concerned with product 
evaluation, that maintains periodic inspection of production of listed equipment 
or materials and whose listing states either that the equipment or materials meet 
nationally recognized standards or has been tested and found suitable for use in 
a specified manner.  

  
(46) Manual Fire Alarm System. A system or portion of a combination system that consists of 

components and circuits arranged to initiate the Notification Appliances and appropriate 
response to those signals only after a person manually activates the fire alarm system.  

  
(47) Mercantile Group M. Group M occupancy includes, among others, building and structures 

or a portion thereof, for the display and sale of merchandise, and involves stock of goods, 
wares or merchandise incidental to such purposes and accessible to the public.  

  
(48) Mezzanine or Mezzanine Floor. An intermediate level or levels between floor and ceiling 

of any story with an aggregate floor area of not more than one-third of the area of the room 
or space in which the level or levels are located.   

  
(49) Miscellaneous Group U. Buildings and structures of an accessory character and 

miscellaneous structures not classified in any specific occupancy shall be constructed, 
equipped and maintained to conform to the requirements of this code commensurate with 
the fire and life hazard incidental to their occupancy.  

  
(50) Multifamily Dwelling. A building or portion thereof containing three or more dwelling 

units, such as tenements, apartments, or rooming houses. Row houses with fire walls 
extending from the basement to the underside of the roof separating each living unit are not 
considered multifamily for the purpose of this chapter.  

  
(51) NFPA. The National Fire Protection Association.  

http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
http://codes.iccsafe.org/app/book/content/2015-I-Codes/2015%20IBC%20HTML/Chapter%203.html
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(52) Noncombustible Materials. A noncombustible material is one which, in the form in which 

it is used, meets one of the requirements listed below. Materials used adjacent to or in 
contact with heat producing appliances, warm air ducts,  

plenums and chimneys shall be classified as noncombustible only on the basis 
of requirement a. below. Noncombustible does not apply to the flame-spread 
characteristics of interior finish or trim materials. No material shall be classified 
as noncombustible building construction material, which is subject to increase 
in combustibility or Flame-Spread Classification (FSC) beyond the limits herein 
established through the effects of age, moisture or other atmospheric conditions. 
(See flame spread rating in Wisconsin Administrative Code.)  

  
a. Materials which pass the test procedure of ASTM E-136 for noncombustibility of 

elementary materials when exposed to a furnace temperature of 1,382° F for a 
minimum period of five minutes and do not cause a temperature rise of the surface 
or interior thermocouple in excess of 54° F above the furnace air temperature at the 
beginning of the test and which do not flame after exposure of thirty (30) seconds.  

  
b. Materials having structural base of noncombustible material as defined in  

a. above, with a surfacing not more than 1/8” thick which has a Flame 
Spread Classification (FSC) not greater than fifty (50) when tested in 
accordance with the method of test for surface burning characteristics of 
building materials (ASTM E-84)  

  
(53) Notification Appliance. A fire alarm system component such as a bell, horn, speaker, light, 

or text display that provides audible, tactile, visible outputs, or any combination thereof.  
  
(54) Occupant(s). The person or persons, who physically reside, work or are present in a 

facility.  
  
(55) Other Terms. Other terms not defined herein used in this section shall be as defined in the 

International Fire Code Section 202 and are adopted herein by reference.  
  
(56) Owner. Includes his duly sworn agent or attorney, a purchaser, devisee, fiduciary or person 

having a vested or contingent interest in the property in question.  
  
(57) Places of Employment. Includes every place, whether indoors or out or underground and 

the premises appurtenant thereto where either temporarily or permanently any industry, 
trade or business is carried on, or where any process or operation, directly or indirectly 
related to any industry, employed by another for direct or indirect gain or profit, but does 
not include any place where persons are employed in private domestic service which does 
not involve the use of mechanical power or in farming.  

  
(58) Protected Premises. The physical location protected by a Fire Alarm System.  

http://publicecodes.cyberregs.com/icod/ibc/2012/icod_ibc_2012_2_sec002.htm
http://publicecodes.cyberregs.com/icod/ibc/2012/icod_ibc_2012_2_sec002.htm
http://publicecodes.cyberregs.com/icod/ibc/2012/icod_ibc_2012_2_sec002.htm
http://publicecodes.cyberregs.com/icod/ibc/2012/icod_ibc_2012_2_sec002.htm
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(59) Remodel. To remodel, alter or both, means to change any building or structure which 

affects the structural strength, fire hazard, internal circulation, or exits of the existing 
building or structure. This definition does not apply to maintenance, re-roofing, or 
alterations to the heating and ventilating or electrical system.  

  
(60) Residential Group R. Group R occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building or 

structure, or portion thereof, for sleeping accommodations when not classed as an 
Institutional Group I.  

  
a. R-1 Residential occupancies where the occupants are primarily transient in nature.  

  
b. R-2 Residential occupancies containing more than two dwelling units where 

occupants are primarily permanent in nature.  
  

c. R-3 Residential occupancies where the occupants are primarily permanent in nature 
and not classified R-1, R-2 or I, and where buildings do not contain more than two 
dwelling units or adult and child care facilities, that provide accommodations for 
five or fewer persons of any age for less than twenty-four (24) hours.  

  
d. R-4 Residential occupancies shall include buildings arranged for occupancy as 

Residential Care/Assisted Living Facilities including five but not more than 16 
occupants, excluding staff.  

  
(61) Roof Spaces. Buildings with combustible roofs shall have all roof spaces subdivided every 

3000 square feet by one-hour rated partitions unless protected by an approved automatic 
fire sprinkler system. All openings must have a minimum of a one-hour rated self-closing 
door.  

  
(62) Rooming House. Means any building, which has a room or rooms for sleeping, without 

permanent provisions for cooking. Rooming House rooms do not include any room in a one 
or two-family dwelling.  

  
(63) Rough Inspection. Visual observation from the floor and/or ground level of any system 

and/or component thereof required by this code prior to being concealed in any way by any 
means.  

  
(64) Row House. A place of abode arranged to accommodate three or more attached side-by- 

side or back-to-back living units.  
  
(65) Shall. Indicates a mandatory requirement.  
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(66) Should. Indicates a recommendation or that which is advised but not required.  
  
(67) Spacing. A horizontally measured dimension relating to the allowable coverage limits of 

fire detectors, automatic sprinkler systems, and fire alarm visual notification devices.  
  
(68) Standard. A document, the main text of which contains only mandatory requirements using 

the word “shall” to indicate mandatory requirements and which is in a form generally 
suitable for reference by another standard or code for adoption into law.  

  
(69) Storage Group S. Group S occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building or 

structure, or portion thereof, for storage that is not classed as Hazardous Group H.  
  

a. S-1(Moderate-Hazard Storage) Buildings occupied for storage uses which are not 
classified as S-2.  

  
b. S-2 (Low-Hazard Storage) Building used for storage of noncombustible  

material such as products on wood pallets or in paper cartons with or 
without single thickness divisions or in paper wrappings. Such products 
may have negligible amount of plastic trim such as knobs, handles, or film 
wrapping.  

  
(70) Story. That portion of a building included between the upper surface of a floor and the 

upper surface of the floor or roof next above. To determine the number of stories in a 
building, all floors will be counted whether they are above grade or below grade, including 
basements, sub-basements, and ground floors, but not including penthouses or mezzanines 
less than one-third (1/3) of a story.  

  
(71) Temporary. Less than one hundred-eighty (180) days.  
  
(72) Throughout. For the purpose of this code, throughout shall mean the following:  
  

a. Throughout for automatic fire sprinkler systems means providing fire  
sprinkler protection in all areas of a structure as required by NFPA 13.  

  
b. Throughout for automatic fire alarm systems means installing  

detection, audible and visual notification devices in all areas of the 
protected premises installed in accordance with NFPA 72.  

  
c. Throughout for manual fire alarm systems means installing audible and  

visual notification devices in all areas of the protected premises installed 
in accordance with NFPA 72.  
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(73) Water Flow Test. A test of an available water supply that indicates the quantity of water 
flowing out of a specific orifice, at a specific pressure, at a specific point in time.  

(74) Welfare. Includes comfort, decency and moral well-being.  
  
 
Sec. 34.207.  Fire Chief.  
  
(a) Authority to enter premises. The Fire Chief, or any subordinate designated by him/her, 

may, at all reasonable hours, enter any building or premises within his/her jurisdiction for 
the purpose of making inspection, or investigation which, under the provisions of this code, 
he/she or they may deem necessary to be made. Private dwellings shall not be entered 
without the consent or permission of an adult occupant.  

  
(b) Inspections of buildings and premises.  
  

(1) It shall be the duty of the Fire Chief to inspect or cause to be inspected by the fire 
department officers or members, all buildings and premises, except the interiors of 
private dwellings. As often as necessary for the purpose of ascertaining and causing 
to be corrected any conditions liable to cause fire or any violations of the provisions 
or intent of this code and of any other ordinance affecting the fire hazard, and to 
insure compliance in all places of assemble with all laws, regulations and orders 
dealing with overcrowding, use of decorative materials, maintenance of exit ways, 
and maintenance of fire alarm and fire detecting systems, and fire extinguishing 
systems and appliances.  

  
(2) The Fire Chief or an inspector thereof, upon complaint of any person or whenever 

he/she or they deem it necessary, shall inspect any building and premises within 
their jurisdiction.  

  
(3) Frequency of Inspections. Pursuant to Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter SPS 

314.01(13)(b)(3) “Scheduling of Inspections.” Fire inspections shall be conducted 
at least one in each non-overlapping 6-month period per calendar year, or more 
often if ordered by the fire chief, in all territory served by the fire department, 
except at provided in subds 4 to 7.  

  
(c) Investigation of fires.  
  

(1) The Fire Chief shall investigate the cause, origin, and circumstances of every fire 
occurring in the municipality which is of suspicious nature or which involves loss 
of life or injury to persons by which property has been destroyed or substantially 
damaged. Such investigations shall begin immediately upon occurrence of such fire 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/314/II/01/13/b/3
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/314/II/01/13/b/3
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/314/II/01/13/b/3
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by the fire officer in whose district the fire occurs. If it appears that such fire is of 
suspicious origin, the Fire Chief shall take charge immediately of the physical 
evidence, shall notify the proper authorities designated by law to pursue the 
investigation of such matters, and shall further cooperate with the authorities in the 
collection of evidence and in the prosecution of the case.  

  
(2) The municipality attorney and the police department, upon request of the Fire 

Chief, shall assist in the investigation of any fire which, in the opinion of the Fire 
Chief, is of suspicious origin.   

  
(d) Fire records. The Fire Chief shall keep a record of all fires and of all facts concerning the 

same, including statistics as to the extent of such fires and the damage caused thereby, and 
whether such losses were covered by insurance, and if so, in what amount. Such record 
shall be made daily from the reports made by the fire department officers and inspectors. 
All such records shall be public.  

  
(e) Annual report. A report of the fire department shall be made annually and transmitted to 

the village president and village board. It shall contain all proceedings under this code, with 
such statistics as the Fire Chief may wish to include therein. The Fire Chief shall also 
recommend any amendments to the code, which, in his/her judgment shall be desirable.  

  
(f) Modifications. The Fire Chief shall have the power to modify any of the provisions of the 

fire prevention code upon application in writing by the owner or lessee, or his/her duly 
authorized agent, when there are practical difficulties in the way of carrying out the strict 
letter of the code, provided that the spirit of the code shall be observed, public safety 
secured, and substantial justice done. The particulars of such modification when granted or 
allowed and the decision of the chief of the fire department thereon shall be entered upon 
the records of the department and a signed copy shall be furnished the applicant.  

  
(g) Appeals. Whenever the Fire Chief shall disapprove or refuse to grant a permit applied  

for, or when it is claimed that the provisions of the code do not apply or that the true 
intent and meaning of the code have been misconstrued or wrongly interpreted, the 
applicant may appeal from the decision of the Fire Chief to the municipal board 
within ten days from the date of the decision of the chief. In the event of such appeal, 
the board shall set a time and place for hearing thereof and give to the appellant at 
least ten days’ notice thereof by mail or personally.  

  
(h) New materials, processes, or occupancies which may require permit. The board president, 

the Fire Chief, and the municipal engineer shall act as a committee to determine and 
specify, after giving affected persons an opportunity to be heard, any new materials, 
processes or occupancies, which shall require permits, in addition to those now enumerated 
in this code. The Fire Chief shall post such a list in a conspicuous place in his/her office 
and in the office of the clerk and may distribute copies thereof to interested persons.  
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(i) Fire equipment on private property. The fire department, through its authorized  
representatives must approve all fire hydrants, stand pipes, and sprinkler systems for  
commercial, industrial, or institutional buildings or properties. A permit must be 
issued before such equipment may be installed.   

  
(1) Private Fire Hydrants. All private fire hydrants shall fully comply with the latest 

revisions of AWWA C502 and with the water utility’s current fire hydrant 
specification in order to provide uniformity and consistency of operation with 
public fire hydrants. The following specifications will apply to fire hydrants 
designed to provide fire protection:  

  
a. Hydrants shall be as manufactured by Waterous (Pacer model WB67-250), 

or approved equal.  
  

b. Private hydrants shall be painted red.  
  

c. Hydrants shall be of the traffic model design consisting of a safety flange 
and a safety sleeve coupling. The design shall permit rotation of the upper 
barrel to position the nozzle in any direction. The nozzle placement shall not 
be restricted by bolt hole placement.  

  
d. Hydrant bury depths shall be compatible with the bury depth of the private 

main(s) to which they are connected but shall not be less than 7 feet.  
  

e. Private fire hydrants shall be designed with a 16 inch break off height.  
  

f. Private hydrants nozzles shall extend a minimum of 24 inches and a 
maximum of 28 inches above the proposed finished grade. The bottom of 
the break off section shall be a minimum of 2 inches and a maximum of 6 
inches above finished grade.  

  
g. Hydrants shall be designed for 150 pounds working pressure and tested to  

300 pounds hydrostatic pressure test.  
  

h. All private fire hydrants shall be of compression type main valve, closing 
with line pressure.  

  
i. Hydrants shall be self-draining and furnished with a positive acting drain. 

All working parts shall be bronze.  
  

j. The private fire hydrant inlet connection shall be a 6-inch mechanical joint.  
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k. Private fire hydrants shall have two - 2 1/2 inch hose nozzles and one - 4 1/2 

inch pumper nozzle, each with National Standard threads.  
  

l. The operating nut shall be 1-1/2 inch pentagon shaped and shall open left 
(counter clockwise). The hose nozzle caps shall be 1-1/2 inch pentagon 
shaped with chains.  

  
m. The main valve and seating shall be removable through the upper barrel 

from above ground without disassembling at the ground flanges. The main 
valve opening shall be 5-1/2 inch in size.  

  
n. The stem threads shall be lubricated by removal of a screw located in the 

operation nut.  
  

o. The stuffing box shall have o-rings for seals.  
  

(2) All private hydrant installations shall include an isolation valve on the hydrant leads 
that permits water supply to be shut off to the fire hydrant without requiring water 
to be turned off on the utility distribution system or interruption of metered water 
supply to the private hydrant owner’s facility.  

  
(3) Private Flushing Hydrants. Private flushing hydrants are necessary in areas such as 

mobile home parks or multi-family housing complexes to maintain water quality 
and perform system maintenance. These hydrants are not capable of supply fire 
flows. The specific design of these hydrants will vary dependent on the size of the 
connection to the main from which it is supplied. All installations of private 
flushing hydrants are to be submitted to and approved by the water utility and the 
S.A.F.E.R. Fire Department. The following requirements apply to flushing 
hydrants:  

  
a. Flushing hydrants shall be clearly identified.  

  
b. A traffic style with break off is preferred.  

  
c. Hydrants shall be self-draining and furnished with a positive acting drain 

valve.  
  

(4) All private hydrant installations shall include an isolation valve on the hydrant lead 
that permits water supply to be shut off to the fire hydrant without requiring water 
to be turned off on the utility distribution system or interruption of metered water 
supply to the private hydrant owner’s facility.  
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Sec. 34.208.  Permits.  
  
(a) Permission granted - Limitations. A permit shall constitute permission to conduct activity 

authorized by the Fire Chief or his/her designee. Such permit does not take the place of any 
license required by law.  

  
(b) Approval before issuance. Before a permit may be issued, the Fire Chief, or his/her 

assistants, shall inspect and approve receptacles, vehicles, and building or storage places to 
be used. In cases where laws or regulations enforceable by departments other than the fire 
department are applicable, joint approval shall be obtained from all departments concerned.  

  
(c) Applications. All applications for a permit required by this code shall be made to the Fire 

Chief in such form and detail as it shall prescribe.  
  
(d) To be kept on premises. Permits shall at all times be kept on the premises designated 

therein and shall at all times be subject to inspection by any officer of the fire or police 
departments.  

  
 
Sec. 34.209.  Burning, heating and lighting.  
  
(a) General prohibition on outdoor burning and refuse burning. Open burning, refuse 

burning, burn barrels, and some outdoor wood boilers are prohibited, except for:  
  

(1) Cooking with gas or charcoal on portable or permanent grills. For multi-family 
dwellings of three or more separate occupancies, the use of an open or closed 
outdoor cooking fire, charcoal, or propane cooking device or any open-flame device 
is prohibited within fifteen feet of the structure or above the ground floor. Smoke 
from cooking grills shall not create a nuisance for neighboring property owners.  

  
(2) Recreational burning in outdoor fireplaces which are fueled by propane or natural 

gas and are manufactured for this purpose are allowed when they are properly 
installed to prevent heat or flame from the device igniting nearby structures, grass, 
leaves, or vegetation. In no event shall any outside fireplace be allowed which 
utilizes fuel other than natural or LP gas. Additional fuels such as logs, charcoal, 
coal, wood, paper, vegetation, leaves, or cardboard shall not be added to outdoor 
fireplaces. Installation of all flame producing devices shall follow manufacturer’s 
specifications and shall comply with any applicable permits required by other 
sections of the municipal ordinances of state statutes.  

  
(3) Approved training for fire-protection purposes.  
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(4) Even when open burning is one of the allowed exceptions or allowed by permit, the 

Fire Chief shall be authorized to cease all burning and revoke all permits for 
burning when climatic conditions would make open flames and fires a danger to 
adjoining properties or when there would be noxious products of combustion  
affecting neighboring properties. When it is necessary to issue such burning bans, 
the Fire Chief shall issue such notice through publication of the ban in the official 
newspaper of the municipality and through public service announcements on the 
television and radio stations serving the municipality or by direct notice to the 
property owner.  

  
(b) Open fire and burning allowed by permit. The Fire Chief shall be authorized to issue 

permits for open fires and burning for the following specific purposes:  
  

(1) Controlled burning of agricultural materials, forestry debris or prairie areas on 
parks, farms, wildlife sanctuaries, and cemeteries; provided such burns are issued a 
current permit by the fire department, the smoke and products of combustion do not 
create a hazard to nearby streets or a noxious atmosphere for neighbors, the burns 
are attended by personnel who have readily available firefighting equipment, and 
the Fire Chief has not declared a no burn period due to dry conditions or other 
unfavorable weather. Such burns shall be restricted to properties of at least five 
acres under single ownership, and this permit process shall not be construed to 
allow property owners to burn leaves, grass, trees, or landscape debris from their 
individual properties.  

  
(2) Recreational fires and permits.  

  
a. Intent. It is the intent that citizens shall have the opportunity  

to have recreational fires at single-family and two-family dwellings 
provided that such fires are in strict compliance with restrictions relating 
to recreational fires. It is further the intent 
 that the police and fire departments shall strictly enforce these restrictions 
so as to ensure that such fires do not compromise safety or annoy 
neighbors. Such enforcement shall require an investigation into any 
complaint and an independent determination by either the police 
department or the fire department as to whether a particular recreational 
fire is in compliance with these regulations.  

  
b. Definitions. The following words, terms, and phrases when used in this 

section shall have the meaning ascribed to them in the subsection, except 
where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

  
1. Fire pit include both a below-ground and a portable device intended  

to control outdoor wood fires.  
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2. A recreational fire is a small outdoor fire intended for recreation or 

cooking.  
  

c. No recreational fire may be started or allowed to continue burning unless 
such recreational fire is contained in a fire pit.  

  
d. All recreational fires shall not have a diameter larger than three feet nor  

may the fire extend more than two feet above the fire pit. All belowground 
fire pits shall be at least four inches in depth and shall be surrounded on 
the outside, above ground, by a noncombustible material such as concrete 
block, rock, or metal. A portable device shall be placed upon a 
noncombustible surface and secured.   

  
e. Portable fire pits such as devices commercially designed and intended to  

control and contain outdoor wood fires, may be used in accordance with 
the manufacturer’s specifications, and these regulations, and must be 
based upon a noncombustible surface at ground level.  

  
f. Only clean, dry wood, untreated and unpainted lumber is permitted to fuel a 

recreational fire. If anything, else is used, the fire department may respond 
and extinguish the fire and a citation may be issued.  

  
g. No recreational fire shall be closer than twenty-five feet from any building, 

structure, shed, garage, combustible fence or any combustible material, or 
ten feet from any lot line.  

  
h. No recreational fire shall be started or allowed to continue burning when the 

wind directions or wind speed causes smoke, embers, or other burning 
materials to be carried by the wind toward any building or other combustible 
materials, nor any time when the wind speed exceeds seven miles per hour. 
Smoke from any recreational fire shall not create a nuisance for neighboring 
property owners. The fire shall be completely extinguished immediately 
upon complaint of any smoke nuisance. The police and fire department shall 
strictly enforce this section so as to comply with the intent of subsection (2) 
a.  

  
i. Adequate fire suppression equipment shall be immediately available to  

control or extinguish the recreational fire.  
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j. All recreational fires shall be attended at all times by at least one responsible 
person of age eighteen or older from the ignition of the fire until the fire is 
completely extinguished.  

  
k. The property owner and/or person who have started the recreational fire 

shall hold the municipality harmless from any and all damages caused by a 
recreational fire.  

  
l. A person utilizing or maintaining an outdoor fire shall be responsible for all 

suppression costs and any other liability resulting from damage caused by 
the fire.  

  
m. No recreational fire may be started or allowed to continue between 12 a.m. 

and 12 p.m. Any such fire is presumed unreasonable and must be 
extinguished upon demand.  

  
(3) Use of wood-fired apparatus by businesses, commercial establishments, and 

organizations or if used in conjunction with community events.  
  

(4) The Fire Chief or any authorized officer, agent, employee or representative of the 
Municipality who presents credentials may inspect any property for the purpose of 
ascertaining compliance with the provisions of this ordinance. Note: If this owner or 
occupant of the premises denies access to the property for this purpose, a special 
inspection warrant may be obtained in accordance with Wis. Stat. § 66.0119 .  

  
(5) Any person who violates, disobeys, neglects or refuses to comply with any of the 

provisions of this section shall be subject to a forfeiture as provided in Section 
1.111 of this Code.  

  
(c) Authority to extinguish fires. The Fire Chief or designee shall have the authority to  

order open burning and fires extinguished when such fires are deemed to present a 
hazard to life, property, or health. The fire department shall have the authority to 
extinguish fires or open flames to protect the lives, property, and health of the 
municipality and its citizens.  

  
(d) Open flame. No person shall take an open flame or light into any building, barn, vessel, 

boat, or any other place where highly flammable, combustible, or explosive material is 
kept, unless such light or flames shall be well secured in a glass globe, wire mesh cage, or 
similar approved device.  

  
(e) Apparatus capable of igniting flammable material prohibited. No heating or lighting  

apparatus or equipment capable of igniting flammable materials of the type stored or 
handled shall be used in the storage area of any warehouse storing rags, excelsior, hair, or 
any other highly flammable or combustible material; nor in the work area of any shop or 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/66/I/0119
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/66/I/0119
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factory used for the manufacture, repair, or renovating of mattresses or bedding, nor in the 
work areas of any establishment used for the upholstering of furniture.  

  
(f) Chimneys and heating appliances. All chimneys, smokestacks, or similar devices for  

conveying smoke or hot gasses to the outer air and the stoves, furnaces, fire boxes, or 
boilers to which they are connected shall be constructed and maintained in such a manner 
as not to create a fire hazard.  

  
(g) Use of torches or flame producing devices. Any person using a torch or other flame or 

heat-producing device for removing paint from any building or structure shall provide one 
approved fire extinguisher or water hose connected to the water supply on the premises 
where such burning is done. In all cases, the person doing the burning  
shall remain on the premises one hour after the torch or flame producing device has been 
used.  

  
 
Sec. 34.210.  Combustible Materials.  
  
(a) Hot ashes and other dangerous materials. No person shall deposit hot ashes, cinders,  

smoldering coals, or greasy or oily substances liable to spontaneous ignition into any 
wooden receptacle or place the same within ten feet of any combustible materials, except 
in metal or other non-combustible receptacles. Such receptacles, unless resting on a non-
combustible floor or on the ground outside the building, shall be placed on non-
combustible stands, and in every case must be kept at least two feet away from any 
combustible wall or partition.  

  
(b) Accumulation of waste materials. Accumulation of waste- paper, hay, grass, straw, weeds, 

litter, combustible, or flammable waste or rubbish of any kind shall not be permitted to 
remain upon any roof or in any court, yard, vacant lot, or open space. All weeds, grass, 
vines or other growth, when same endangers property, or is liable to be fired, shall be cut 
down and removed by the owner or occupant the property it is on.  

  
(c) Handling readily combustible materials. No person making, using, storing or having in 

charge, or under his/her control any shavings, excelsior, rubbish, sacks, bags, litter, hay, 
straw or combustible waste materials shall fail or neglect at the close of each day to cause 
all such materials which are not compact baled and stacked in an orderly manner to be 
removed from the building or stored in suitable vaults or in metal lined, covered, 
receptacles or bins.  

  
(d) Storage of readily combustible materials. Storage in buildings shall be orderly, shall not be 

within two feet of the ceiling, and not so located as to endanger exit from the building. 
Storage in the open shall not be more than twenty feet in height, shall be so located, with 
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respect to adjacent buildings, as not to constitute a hazard, and shall be compact and 
orderly.  

  
(e) Flammable decorative materials in stores. Cotton batting, straw, dry vines, leaves, trees, 

or other highly flammable materials shall not be used for decorative purposes in show 
windows or other parts of stores unless flame proofed; provided however, that nothing in 
this section shall be held to prohibit the display of saleable goods permitted and offered for 
sale. Electric light bulbs in stores shall not be decorated with paper or other combustible 
materials unless such materials shall first have been rendered flame proof.   

  
(f) Christmas Tree Sales. For the purpose of this paragraph, the following minimum standards 

shall apply to the storage, handling, and display of live Christmas Trees and Foliage.  
  

a. Trees and foliage shall be stacked not closer than ten feet from any gasoline pump 
or other device for the transfer of petroleum products.  

  
b. Aisles or clear spaces of not less than three feet shall be maintained at all times.  

  
c. A fire extinguisher with a “2A-10BC” rating or greater shall be provided by the 

merchant for each seventy-five (75) feet of travel display and/or storage area.  
  

d. All storage and sales of live Christmas Trees and Foliage shall be held outside of 
buildings.  

  
e. It shall be unlawful to light a match or any flame-producing device, or to smoke  

or carry a lighted cigar, cigarette, or pipe in areas where live Christmas trees or 
foliage is displayed, sold, or stored. The person in charge of the Christmas tree 
sales shall post a “NO SMOKING” sign in locations designed to give persons 
entering the area a notice of this regulation.  

 
Sec. 34.211.  Fire Hazards.  
  
(a) Orders to eliminate. Whenever any officers, members, or inspectors of the fire department 

as mentioned in Section 34.207(b), shall find in any building or upon any premises 
dangerous or hazardous conditions as follows, he/she or they shall order such dangerous 
conditions or materials to be removed in such manner as may be specified in the order:  

  
(1) Dangerous or unlawful amounts of combustibles or explosive matter;  

  
(2) Hazardous conditions arising from defective or improperly installed equipment for 

handling or using combustible or explosive matter;  
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(3) Dangerous accumulations of rubbish, waste paper, boxes, shavings, or other highly 
flammable materials;  

  
(4) Accumulations of dust or waste material in air conditioning systems or of grease in 

kitchen exhaust ducts;  
  

(5) Obstructions to or on fire escapes, stairs, passageways, doors, or windows, liable to 
interfere with the operations of the fire department or egress of occupants in case of 
fire;  

  
(6) Any building or other structure which for want of repairs, lack of sufficient fire 

escapes or other exit facilities, automatic or other fire alarm apparatus or fire 
extinguishing equipment, or by reason of age or dilapidated condition, or from any 
other cause, creates a fire hazard or a threat to life and safety.  

(b) Service of orders.  
  

(1) The service of such orders as mentioned in Section 34.209 (a) may be made upon 
the owner, occupant or other person responsible for the conditions, either by 
delivering a copy of same personally or by delivering the same to and leaving it 
with any person in charge of the premises or by mailing such orders to the owner or 
other responsible person. Whenever it may be necessary to serve such an order 
upon the owner of premises such order may be served either by delivering to and 
leaving with the person a copy of the order, or, if such owner is absent from the 
jurisdiction of the officer making the order, by mailing such copy to the owner’s 
last known post office address.   

  
(2) If buildings or other premises are owned by one person and occupied by another 

under lease or otherwise, the orders issued in connection with the enforcing of this 
code shall apply to the occupant thereof, except where the rules or orders require 
the making of additions to or changes in the premises themselves, such as would 
immediately become real estate and be the property of the owner of the premises; in 
such cases the rules or orders shall affect the owner and not the occupant unless it is 
otherwise agreed between the owner and occupant.  

  
(3) Receipt of such orders by the owner or occupant shall be sufficient to effect 

compliance with the order.  
  
(c) Revocation.  
  

(1) The AHJ may revoke any permit issued in accordance with this Code in any case 
where they may find that any of the conditions for the issuance have not been 
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maintained or where there has been false statement or misrepresentation of any 
material fact in the application or plans on which the issuance was based.  

  
(2) The AHJ shall promptly notify the permit holder of the request for revocation and, 

if so requested by the permit holder, the effective date of the revocation shall be 
deferred pending a hearing before the Chief of the Fire Department. The decision of 
the Chief for revocation, following the hearing, shall be final.  

  
(d) Closing and Vacating Buildings.  
  

(1) The AHJ may order the compliance with this section and all other lawful orders or 
laws relating to fire prevention and fire protection in existing building and 
structures.  

  
(2) Where the public is exposed to immediate danger, the AHJ shall order the closing 

and vacating of the building at once.  
  
Sec. 34.212.  Enforcement.  
  
(a) Fire chief to enforce. The fire prevention code shall be enforced by the Fire Chief and 

such subordinates in the fire department as the Fire Chief shall designate.  
  
(b) Liability. This code shall not be construed to affect the responsibility of any person 

owning, operating, or installing any equipment for damage to persons or property caused 
by any defect therein, nor shall the municipality be held as assuming any such liability by 
reason of the inspection or re-inspection authorized herein or permit issued as herein 
provided or by reason of the approval or disapproval of any equipment authorized herein.  

  
 
Sec. 34.213.  Places of assembly.  
  
(a) Inspection of exits. Not more than ninety minutes prior to the scheduled commencement of 

any non-continuous activity, event, performance, show, meeting, function, or other 
occasion for which persons will gather at a Class A or B commercial place of assembly (as 
defined in the 2006 Edition of the Life Safety Code – NFPA No. 101*), the owner (or 
designee pursuant to written authority, instructions, or procedures), shall inspect every 
required exit, ways of approach thereto, and way of departure therefrom. If such inspection 
reveals that any required means of egress is obstructed, inaccessible, locked, fastened, or 
otherwise unsuited for immediate use, the scheduled program shall not begin, nor shall 
admittance to the place of assembly be permitted until necessary corrective action has been 
completed.  
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(b) Announcements. Immediately prior to the start of the program, the owner or an authorized 
agent shall orally notify all attendees concerning the location of the exit(s) to be used in 
case of fire or other emergency.  

  
(c) Records.  

  
(1) Accurate records of all inspections, corrections, and notifications made pursuant to 

this chapter shall be kept and retained for at least two years in the offices of the 
building owner. The records shall contain:  

  
a. A brief description of each activity, event, performance, etc., including date, 

time, and location;  
  

b. The name and signature of the person who performed each requirement of  
this chapter; and  

  
c. The date and time when each requirement was performed.  

  
(2) Such records shall be made available upon request to the State Fire Marshal, deputies, 

assistants, or any fire inspector of the municipality.  
  

(d) Alternative. In cases of practical difficulty or undue hardship, or in which compliance  
with this chapter would not significantly increase life safety, the fire inspector may 
approve or accept alternative means of accomplishing the objectives of this chapter.  

  
* Available from the National Fire Protection Association, NFPA Fulfillment Center, 11 Tracy 
Drive, Avon, MA 02322; Phone 1-800-344-3555; www.nfpa.org.  
  
 
Sec. 34.214.  General fire safety requirements.  
  
(a) Tents.  
  

(1) Permit required. No tent exceeding two hundred square feet in area shall be 
erected, maintained, operated, or used without a permit when erected, maintained, 
operated, or used in or on a commercial property.  

  
(2) Fire watchers to be employed. One or more qualified persons to serve as fire 

watchers shall be employed by all circuses, carnivals, or other exhibitions where 
large crowds assemble. They shall familiarize themselves with all fire protection 
facilities, fire prevention features and with the conditions of exits, and shall patrol 

http://www.nfpa.org/
http://www.nfpa.org/
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the entire tent area during the time of occupancy. They shall see that aisles and 
exit ways are kept open and that “No Smoking” rules are enforced.  

  
(3) Tents for assembly to conform to recognized safe practices. The design, 

construction, flame proofing, location, maintenance, and use of tents for assembly 
shall be in accordance with Wisconsin Administrative Code, SPS 314. 
Compliance with the American Standard of Outdoor Assembly, Grandstands and 
Tents, as adopted by the National Fire Protection Association, shall be considered 
prima facie evidence of compliance with such recognized safe practices.  

  
(b) Access boxes.  
  

(1) Access boxes of the fire department-approved type (Knox® brand) shall be 
installed in an approved accessible location for all structures or areas that have 
fire alarm systems, automatic fire suppression systems, or where access is 
difficult because of security.  

  
(2) Elevator key boxes shall be of fire department-approved type (Knox® brand) and 

shall be installed in a fire department-approved location as required by Wisconsin 
Administrative Code, SPS 318.1702(10)(b)3.b.  

 
 

(c) Commercial change in occupancy. Any owner, agent, or occupant making a change  
in occupancy of an existing commercial building, or occupying a previously vacant 
space, to exclude any private dwelling portion thereof, shall be required to obtain a 
fire inspection by this department prior to the new tenant taking occupancy of any 
building or structure that was previously vacated or any change in occupancy of any 
existing building or structure portion thereof.  

  
(1) Inspection. The owner, agent, or occupant of a commercial building shall 

schedule an appointment with a fire inspector for an inspection of the building 
and occupied space(s). Any violations of this chapter or any portion of the 
Municipal Code observed at the time of inspection shall be corrected prior to the 
new tenant taking occupancy.  

  
(d) Tavern licensing. All licensed taverns with the municipality shall be inspected for 

compliance with this code at least four months prior to the renewal of their license. Any 
violations at the time of this inspection shall be corrected within the time stated on such 
order. A final copy of all orders shall be submitted for review at the time of renewal. 
Failure to comply with any written order may result in the suspension of, or non-issuance 
of their license by the municipal board or any other municipal authority. The occupancy 
person load number shall be placed/written on the license.  

  
(e) Fireworks/pyrotechnics.  

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/314/II/01/13/b/3
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/314/II/01/13/b/3
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/318/IV/1702/10/b
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/sps/safety_and_buildings_and_environment/301_319/318/IV/1702/10/b
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(1) There shall be no indoor or outdoor display of fireworks/pyrotechnics within the 

municipality without a permit from the fire department. An officer of the fire 
department must inspect the fireworks/pyrotechnics before they are used.  

  
(2) Anyone caught using pyrotechnics without the appropriate permits is subject to 

the penalties as set forth in Section 34.214(e)(7).  
  

(3) The use of fireworks allowed by Wis. Stat. § 167.10 does not require a permit.  
  

(4) State law adopted. Wis. Stat. § 167.10, regulating the sale and use of fireworks, 
exclusive of penalties, is adopted by reference as part of this Code.   

  
(5) Wholesale sales. Nothing in Wis. Stat. § 167.10, shall be construed to prohibit  

any resident wholesaler, dealer or jobber from selling fireworks at wholesale, 
provided the same are shipped or delivered directly outside the limits of the 
municipality subject to the following:   

  
a. Fire extinguishers, approved by the chief of the fire department, shall be 

provided where fireworks are stored or handled.   
  

b. Smoking shall be prohibited where fireworks are stored or handled.   
 

 
c. exposing for sale, within the municipality, fireworks of any description to 

immediately notify the chief of the fire department of the receipt of such 
stock of fireworks, or upon removal from one location to another, and the 
location where the stock of such fireworks is stored. No such fireworks shall 
be stored in any building or portion thereof used for dwelling purposes or in 
any building situated within 50 feet of any building used for dwelling 
purposes or places of public assemblage.  

  
(6) Use or storage of dangerous materials. No person shall use dangerous materials or 

devices such as Class 1 Explosives as defined by the United States Department of 
Transportation or unattended gas (propane, natural gas, butane, white gasoline, or 
fuel oil) heaters in construction projects, or store Class 1 Explosives or similar 
explosive materials, including initiators, in the municipality without first notifying 
the police and fire departments. In accordance with applicable Wisconsin 
Department of Administration SPS Codes.  

  

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/167/10
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/167/10
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/167/10
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/167/10
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/167/10
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/167/10
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(7) Penalties. Any person violating this section shall, upon conviction, forfeit not less 
than $30.00, or not more than $500.00.  

  
 
(f) Elevators. All passenger and freight elevators in all buildings and structures hereinafter 

constructed, except one and two family residential occupancies, shall:  
  

(1) Provide at least one elevator to all floors of such size and arrangement to 
accommodate a twenty-four (24) inch by eighty-five (85) inch ambulance 
stretcher in the horizontal open position.  

  
(2) The elevator arranged to accommodate an ambulance stretcher shall be identified 

by the “Star of Life”. This symbol shall not be less than three inches in height and 
shall be placed on both sides of the hoist way door frame.  

  
(g) Addresses and door labeling. See Chapter 14 Buildings and Building Regulations.  
  
(h) Door, floor and stairway identification. Any occupancy having more than five means of 

egress and or more than two floors in height, shall number the individual egress areas 
according to this section:  

  
(1) An identifying number shall be placed on the interior and exterior of each means 

of egress doorway, not less than six inches high in contrasting color and light 
reflective. The main entrance or means of egress shall be numbered one with each 
additional means of egress, progressing clockwise around the exterior of the 
structure to reflect its relationship to the main entrance. All means of egress 
leading into the structure shall be numbered, not just the required exit egress.  

  
(2) Each interior door providing access to an enclosed stairway that is considered part 

of an accessible means of egress shall be identified with numbers and letters not 
less than three and one half inches high in the following manner:  

  
a. Have a sign indicating floor level posted on both sides (inside and outside) 

of the egress door in a location acceptable to the Fire Department.  
  

b. Have a sign indicating the exterior exit door assigned in compliance with  
Section 34.214(h) (1) located on both sides of the egress door in a location 
acceptable to the Fire Department.  

  
(i) Standpipes.  
  

(1) Where required. A standpipe shall be provided in all new structures over two 
stories in height and in accordance with this section.  
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(2) Installation. The installation of standpipes shall be in accordance with this Section 

and NFPA 14.  
  

a. The class and location of standpipe and Fire Department connections shall 
be determined by the AHJ.  

  
b. The location of standpipe connections shall be accessible and shall be so  

located that all portions of the building are within thirty (30) feet of a 
nozzle attached to one hundred (100) feet of hose.  

  
c. When required by the AHJ, an approved standpipe shall be installed as 

construction progresses to make them available for fire department use in 
the top most floors constructed. Temporary standpipes shall be provided in 
place of permanent standpipes, when required, during the period of 
construction on buildings over three stories in height.  

  
d. The location of fire department connections for the standpipe shall be 

approved by the AHJ.  
  

e. The fire department connections shall be located at least forty (40) feet from 
all electrical transformers, gas meter, or propane storage.  

  
(j) Additions to, change of use, or remodeled buildings.  
  

(1) If fifty (50) percent or more of the total floor area of a building is remodeled 
and/or added, the entire building shall be brought into compliance with the 
requirements of this code.  

  
(2) If twenty-five (25) to forty-nine (49) percent of the total floor area of a building is 

remodeled and/or added, that part of the building which is remodeled and/or 
added shall be brought into compliance with the requirements of this code.  

  
(3) If less than twenty-five (25) percent of the total floor area is remodeled and/or 

added, the requirements of this code need not be provided unless the area includes 
dwelling units. If the total floor area includes dwelling units, that part of the 
building which is remodeled and/or added shall be brought into compliance with 
this code. The area added must comply with the requirements as they pertain to 
the original floor area.  

  
(4) All percentages of additions or remodeling shall be cumulative as applied to  
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(1), (2), and (3) above.  
  

(5) If the use of and/or contents of any existing building is changed and becomes 
more hazardous as determined by the Building Inspector, Zoning  
Administrator and/or Fire Chief, the building shall be brought into compliance 
with this code.  

  
(6) Those portions, elements, systems, or components of existing buildings and 

structures to be altered or modified on or after the effective date of the rules under 
this code and where the alteration, modification, or the addition affects a building 
element or component relating to subject matters regulated by this code, shall be 
designed, constructed, and maintained in accordance with the applicable rules of 
this code as the rules exist on one of the following:  

  
a. The date plans for the alteration or modification are conditionally approved 

by the Building Inspector, Zoning Administrator and/or Fire Chief.  
  

b. The date the local building permit is issued.  
  

c. The date the replacement is initiated, where Section (1) do not apply.  
  
(k) Notification of use or occupancy change. See Chapter 14 Buildings and Building 

Regulations.  
  
(l) Fire Damaged Buildings (Securing). All dwellings and buildings within the Municipality 

damaged from fire shall be secured within twenty-four hours of release of the property by 
the AHJ. The owner of the damaged property shall assume the liability for the protection of 
the public until the property is secured.  

  
 
  
Sec. 34.215.  Possession of ignition devices prohibited.  
  
  (a)  Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms shall mean:  
  

(1) “Ignition Device” means matches, lighters and, any other material used for the 
purpose of ignition.  

  
(2) “Minor” means any person who has not yet attained the age of eighteen (18) 

years.  
  
(b) Possession Prohibited. No minor may possess any ignition device, unless under the direct 

supervision of an adult.  
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(c) Delivery Prohibited. No adult shall permit an ignition device to be served, sold, dispensed, 

given away, or made available to any minor, unless such minor is accompanied by a parent, 
guardian, or spouse who has attained the age of eighteen (18) years.  

  
(d) Confiscation. Any ignition devise possessed by a minor, contrary to subsection (2), may be 

confiscated by a police officer.  
  
(e) Penalty. Any person who violates any provision of this section shall forfeit twenty- 

five dollars ($25.00) for the first violation and fifty dollars ($50.00) for the second and 
subsequent violation, together with the costs of the prosecution and, in default of payment 
thereof, by imprisonment in the Marathon County Jail until such forfeiture and costs are 
paid, but not more than the number of days set forth in Wis. Stat. § 800.095(4), or by 
suspension of the defendant’s operating privilege, pursuant to Wis. Stats. §§ 343.30 and 
345.47.  

  
(f) Education Program. In addition to or in lieu of any other penalties provided for in this 

Code, the Judge of any court of competent jurisdiction may order any person found guilty 
of violating this section to any education programs, as the court deems appropriate, and 
include as part of the penalty thereof that such person pay the costs of such education 
program.  

  
 

ARTICLE III. FALSE FIRE ALARMS  
  
Sec. 34.300.  Purpose.  
  

(a) The purpose of this Article is to encourage Alarm Users and Fire Alarm Contractors to 
properly install, use and maintain Fire Alarm Systems in order to improve the reliability 
of such Systems and thereby reduce or eliminate False Fire Alarms.  
  

(b) This Chapter governs the use of Fire Alarm Systems intended to summon the S.A.F.E.R 
Fire Department to properties within the municipality; requires registration of such 
Systems; allows for the assessment of Service Fees; and provides for civil penalties.  
  

  
Sec. 34.301.  Definitions.  
  

(a) Adopted Code(s) means the 2003 International Fire Code as amended by this 
municipality. 
  

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/800/095/4
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/800/095/4
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/343/III/30
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/343/III/30
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/345/III/47
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/345/III/47
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(b) Alarm User means any person; whether owner, occupant, or tenant, upon whose premises 
a Fire Alarm System is maintained or operated within the municipality.  
  

(c) Department means the S.A.F.E.R Fire Department.  
  

(d) Enforcement Official means the S.A.F.E.R. Fire Chief or his/her designated 
representative.  
  

(e) False Fire Alarm means the activation of any Fire Alarm System not caused by heat, 
smoke or fire, resulting in response by the Department. A False Fire Alarm includes, but 
is not limited to activation of a Fire Alarm System through any of the following:  
  
(1) negligent or intentional use or misuse of the System;  

  
(2) mechanical failure;  

  
(3) malfunction; or  

  
(4) improper installation.  

  
A False Fire Alarm does not include an alarm caused by naturally occurring weather, 
seismic or other condition; interruptions of electrical or telephone service to the Alarm 
User; or malicious or criminal activity by a third party who is not an agent or employee 
of the alarm user.   
  

(f) Fire Alarm Contractor means any individual, partnership, corporation or other entity 
appropriately licensed as a Fire Alarm Contractor by the State of Wisconsin, Department 
of Safety and Professional Services, Industry Services Division.  
  

(g) Fire Alarm Registration means the documentation required by the Department to register 
a Fire Alarm System.  
  

(h) Fire Alarm System means any device or equipment designed to signal visibly, audibly, 
electronically, mechanically or by any combination of these methods the presence of a 
heat, smoke or fire hazard to which the Department is trained to respond. The term Fire 
Alarm System does not include an alarm designed to alert only the inhabitants of a 
Premises.  
  

(i) Letter for Excessive False Fire Alarms means a notification provided to an Alarm User 
by the Department for three (3) or more False Fire Alarms. This warning notice will 
require that the Fire Alarm System be inspected and/or serviced within fifteen (15) days, 
and that written documentation be submitted to the Department certifying that the Fire 
Alarm System is in working order. Failure to provide this written documentation will 
result in a Service Fee for excessive False Fire Alarms.  
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(j) Premises means any building, structure or combination of buildings and structures, in 

which a Fire Alarm System is installed.  
  

(k) Qualified Fire Alarm Technician means any person who inspects, installs, repairs or 
performs maintenance on Fire Alarm Systems and is factory trained and licensed by the 
State of Wisconsin.   
  

(l) Record of Completion means the form required to be filed with the Department pursuant 
to the National Fire Protection Association's National Fire Alarm Code (NFPA 72).  

(m) Service Fee means the monetary charge payable to the Village of Weston to defray the 
expenses of implementing the purposes of this Chapter.  
  

(n) Report of Service/Repair means the appropriate documentation in a format acceptable to 
the Enforcement Official that verifies proper repairs or maintenance have been performed 
by both the Fire Alarm Contractor and the Alarm User.  
  

 

Sec. 34.302.  Registration of Fire Alarm Systems.  
  

(a) Registration Required. All newly-installed Fire Alarm Systems shall be required to be 
registered at the time that a Record of Completion is prepared, in accordance with 
Adopted Codes. The Alarm User or his duly authorized agent shall complete and deliver 
the Fire Alarm Registration in the required format to the Enforcement Official before the 
Fire Alarm System is activated. For all existing Fire Alarm Systems as of the date of 
adoption of this Ordinance, Fire Alarm Registration shall occur not later than one 
hundred eighty (180) days after the effective date of this Chapter.  
  

(b) Change in Registration Information. When any information contained in the Fire Alarm 
Registration Form is no longer accurate for any reason, the Alarm User shall re-register 
the Fire Alarm System not later than fifteen (15) days after the Alarm user becomes 
aware of any such change, noting all necessary changes on said Registration Form.  
  

(c) Transferals Prohibited. Fire Alarm Registrations shall not be transferable from one 
Premise to another or from one Alarm User to another.  
  

(d) Notice to Department of Existence of System; Notice to Alarm User. Every Fire Alarm 
Contractor shall notify the Enforcement Official of the existence of a Fire Alarm System 
before the Fire Alarm System is put into operation. It is the responsibility of the installing 
Fire Alarm Contractor to provide the Alarm User with notice of the existence of this 
Article, a Fire Alarm Registration form and a copy of the Fire Alarm System operation 
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instructions in accordance with Adopted Codes, as well as the manufacturer's 
instructions.  

  
 

Sec. 34.303.  Display of Fire Alarm Registration.  
  

The Fire Alarm Registration shall be kept on the Premises serviced by the Fire Alarm 
System and shall be displayed upon request of the Enforcement Official or a member of the 
Department.  
  

 

Sec. 34.304.  Responsibility for Compliance; Requirement of Alarm Users to Respond to 
Scene.  
  

(a) Unless otherwise stated herein, the Alarm User shall be responsible for complying with 
all provisions of this Chapter.  
  

(b) The Alarm User or any person identified on the Fire Alarm Registration Application shall 
appear at the Premises upon request of the Department when a Fire Alarm System has 
been activated.  

  
 

Sec. 34.305.  False Fire Alarms.  
  

(a) Notification to Alarm User. If the Department records three (3) or more False Fire 
Alarms at one (1) Premises within a thirty (30) day period, a Letter for Excessive False  
Fire Alarms shall be mailed by first class mail to the Alarm User and any Fire Alarm 
Contractor. Said notice shall direct that the Alarm User submit a Report of 
Service/Repair within fifteen (15) calendar days of receipt of said letter stating that:  
  

(1) The Fire Alarm System has been examined by a Qualified Fire Alarm Technician; 
and  
  

(2) A bona fide attempt has been made to identify and correct any defect of design, 
installation or operation of the Fire Alarm System which was identified as a 
possible cause of the False Fire Alarm.  
  

(b) No Fee shall be assessed for the first two (2) False Fire Alarms at the same premises 
requiring response by the Department within a thirty (30) day period.  
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(c) Failure of the Alarm User to return a satisfactory Report of Service/Repair to the 
Enforcement Official within said fifteen (15) day period shall result in the imposition of a 
Service Fee.  
  

(d) A Fire Alarm Contractor, Alarm User, or any other individual shall not conduct testing or 
perform repair work on any Fire Alarm System, sprinkler system or fire suppression 
system without first notifying the Marathon County Dispatch Center that such testing or 
repair work is being performed. Violation of this subsection shall result in the imposition 
of a Service Fee.  
  

(e) False Fire Alarms activated by any components connected to the Fire Alarm System shall 
be included in computing the total number of False Fire Alarms for purposes of this 
Chapter.  
  

(f) During the fifteen (15) day period after receipt of a Letter for Excessive False Fire 
Alarms any additional False Fire Alarms will not be counted toward the year's total False 
Fire Alarms, provided that the provisions of subsection a. above have been met.  

  
  

Sec. 34.306.  Service Fees.  
  

(a) The provisions of this Chapter shall not apply to any newly installed Fire Alarm System 
for a period of forty-five days (45) from the date of installation. In an existing building 
the forty-five (45) days begin when the installation of the new system is completed. In 
new construction the forty-five (45) days begin when the installation of the system is 
completed and an occupancy permit is issued. The provisions of this Chapter shall apply 
from and after the expiration of the initial forty-five (45) day period following the 
issuance of the occupancy permit and/or completed installation.  
  

(b) Should any Service Fee assessed pursuant to this Chapter remain unpaid in excess of 
thirty (30) days, a Late Fee shall be assessed and shall be payable in addition to the 
Original Service Fee.  
  

(c) The Service Fees established by this Chapter shall be calculated periodically based on 
employee labor rates, equipment costs and the Department service costs and established 
by the Village Public Safety Committee via a fee schedule adopted by the Village Board. 
[Created via Ord. 15-025, 11/7/2015, Amended by Ord. No 18-001, 1/20/2018]  

  

Sec. 34.307.  Conflict with Other Ordinances.  
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If the provisions of this Chapter conflict with any ordinance or resolution previously 
adopted by the municipality, the provisions of this Chapter shall control.  
  
 

Sec. 34.308.  Penalties.  
  
  A violation of this Chapter shall be a Civil Infraction.  
 
 
 
Sec.  34.309.     Frequency of Inspections. 
 
           The following types of occupancies shall be inspected at least once per calendar year, 
provided the interval between those inspections does not exceed 15 months.  Any occupancy not 
listed below shall be inspected at least once in each non-overlapping 6-month period per calendar 
year. 
 

(a) Offices, outpatient clinics and dental clinics, if less than 3 stories in height. 
(b) Unoccupied utility facilities, such as a water well facility, electric power substation and 

communication facility 
(c) Places of worship that do not have a rental hall, child day care facility or pre school to 

12th grade instruction within the immediate church building. 
(d) Buildings at colleges and universities, if used exclusively for classroom lecture or 

offices, provided there are no laboratories, chemical storage or industrial arts rooms in 
the building. 

(e) Libraries, museums, and art galleries. 
(f) Hotels and motels if less than 3 stories in height 
(g) Townhouses and rowhouses, if less than 3 stories in height 
(h) Residential condominiums and apartments, if there are less than 5 units under one roof. 
(i) Convents and monasteries  
(j) Detention and correctional facilities  
(k) Garages used for storage only 
(l) Pedestrian walkways and tunnels, membrane structures, open partking structures, 

outdoor theaters, assembly seating areas, greenhouses, and mini-storage buildings.  If 
interior access to mini storage buildings cannot be obtained an exterior inspection shall 
be conducted. 

(m) Vacant or unoccupied buildings.  If interior access to vacant or unoccupied buildings 
cannot be obtained, an exterior inspection shall be conducted. 

(n) Confined spaces.  An area that is identified by a sign as a permit required confined 
space need not be internally inspected, but an exterior inspection shall be conducted. 

(o) Townhouses, rowhouses, residential condominiums and apartments with no common 
use areas.  An exterior inspection of these occupancies shall be conducted. 

(p) Full sprinklered officer buildings up to 60 feet in height 
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(q) Fully sprinklered residential condominiums and apartments, if less than 3 stories in 
height. 

(r) Fully sprinklered townhouses and rowhouses, if less than 4 stories in height 
(s) Season or periodic occupancies, provided at least one interior inspection is conducted 

during an occupancy period and provided the occupancy does not extend beyond 6 
months in any calendar year. 
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