
 

1 
 

TOWN OF RIB MOUNTAIN 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

May 22, 2019 
 

Acting Chairperson Tom Steele called the meeting of the Plan Commission to order at 6:00 pm.  Other 

Plan Commission members present included Jim Hampton, Tonia Speener and Steve Plunkett.  Also 

present was Building Inspector / Assistant Zoning Administrator, Paul Kufahl.  Ryan Burnett, Jay Wittman 

and Harlan Hebbe were excused. 

MINUTES: 

Motion by Jim Hampton, second by Tom Steele to approve the minutes of the May 8, 2019 Plan 

Commission meeting.  Motion carried 4-0. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

a. TDS Metrocom LLC, applicant, requests conditional use approval for an 80 square foot structure 

to house fiber equipment at the property addressed 1555 Trillium Lane. Parcel 

#34.152807.005.005.00.00. Per RMMC Section 17.056(3)(e) – Public Service and Utilities. Docket 

#2019-15. 
 

Building Inspector, Paul Kufahl noted the applicant seeks a conditional use approval for the installation of 

an 8’ x 10’ x 9’ structure associated with a communication utility at the corner of Trillium Lane and South 

Mountain Road. He stated the subject property is owned by the Town of Rib Mountain and currently 

serves as a training facility for the SAFER Fire District.   Additionally, it was noted the Town has plans for 

construction of an off-street, multiuse path within the right-of-way along the subject property and the 

property includes additional Sanitary District infrastructure. 

Steele confirmed the multiuse trail was for pedestrians and bikes.  Kufahl noted that was correct and the 

trail is proposed to be a ten (10) foot wide paved trail. 

Hampton and Speener questioned TDS’s access to the proposed building, given the submitted easement 

is for the burial of the fiberoptic cable and not necessarily a drive access for the structure.  Sean Murray, 

applicant, indicated they intended to use the existing gravel drive to access the building.  Commissioners 

had concern with legal access to the structure.  Kufahl indicated that is something the Town may need to 

consider as part of an approval or lease agreement as described in the additional considerations section 

of the report. 

Kufahl noted he had received feedback from Mike Heyroth of the Rib Mountain Sanitary District, 

expressing concern over how close the proposed structure is to the 8” sewer main on the property.  He 

indicated the proposed building would be approximately four (4) feet from the sewer line, and given the 

sewer line’s ten (10) foot burial depth, he felt any future maintenance or excavation may create issues 

with the proposed structure. 

Speener asked the applicant how deep the fiberoptic cabling would be buried.  Murray noted a three (3) 

foot burial depth. 
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Hampton asked if the building could be moved further from the sewer line.  Murray indicated they could 

move the building to the north side of the easement area, but moving the easement area is difficult 

because the building needs to meet the 45-foot setback requirement. 

Commissioners and the applicant discussed the potential of moving the easement and structure to the 

south side of the current drive access, however the existing overhead lines and other buried utilities made 

that unlikely. 

Commissioners continued discussion about the proposed building location in relationship to the sanitary 

sewer line.  Speener noted a ten (10) foot setback from the building to the sewer line would be prudent 

so that a trench box could be utilized for any future excavation of the sanitary sewer.  They also discussed 

reorienting the building within the easement to maximize its separation from the sewer line. 

Kufahl then reviewed the required regulations related to Public Service and Utilities, stating that all 

conditions related to outdoor storage, setbacks to residentially zoned properties and exterior appearance 

are met by this proposal. 

Kufahl identified the three considerations as noted in the packet and added a fourth consideration related 

to Sanitary District approval of the structure location.  

The applicant indicated he understood the concerns about the building’s placement and potential impact 

for the multiuse trail and sanitary sewer line, and was willing to adjust its location as necessary. 

The hearing was opened and closed to public comment at 6:22pm with no comments received. 

Plunkett initiated additional discussion about reorienting the building within the existing easement to 

increase the setback from the sewer line.  Commissioners identified a couple potential solutions, but 

ultimately noted the Sanitary District will need to be accepting of the location in order for this project to 

move forward. 

Motion by Jim Hampton, second by Tonia Speener to recommend approval for the Conditional Use 

request for an 80 square foot structure to house fiber equipment at the property addressed 1555 

Trillium Lane., conditioned upon the following items; 

- The Town should consider entering into a lease agreement covering the location of the structure 

and easement. 

- Receiving a formal site plan document identifying the specific location of the structure and exact 

setbacks, per Town requirements. 

- Final verification with the Town Streets and Parks Superintendent that the proposal does not 

conflict with the planned multiuse path. 

- Final verification with the Rib Mountain Sanitary District that the proposal does not conflict 

with their infrastructure on the property. 

Motion carried 4-0. 
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CORRESPONDENCE / QUESTIONS / TOWN BOARD UPDATE:   

Town Board – The conditional uses for Scherrer’s pylon sign and Schira’s low density husbandry 

use were both approved with the recommended conditions. 

Traffic Impact Analysis – A draft report of the traffic impact analysis for Lilac Ave has been received 

and is being reviewed by the Streets and Park Superintendent. 

New Members – Both new members, Tonia Speener and Steve Plunkett, were appointed at the 

last Town Board meeting.  With the two new members, we are back to a full seven (7) person 

commission. 

Next Meeting – Kufahl noted there have been no conditional use or site plan review requests for 

the next meeting.  He asked the Commissioners if they would like to discuss potential ordinance 

changes or not have a meeting.  Commissioners indicated if no submissions are received in the 

next few days, staff can plan to not have a meeting on June 12, 2019.  

Countywide Addressing – Kufahl noted the Town Board met in closed session to discuss the next 

steps after the State Supreme Court’s decision. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 

 

ADJOURN:   

Motion by Jim Hampton, second by Steve Plunkett to adjourn the Plan Commission Meeting.  Motion 

carried 4-0.  Meeting adjourned at 6:36 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Paul Kufahl, Building Inspector / Assistant Zoning Administrator 


