
 

 

Rib Mountain Park Commission 
November 12, 2019 

5:00 P.M. 
Meeting Minutes 

 

PRESENT: Chairman Brad Conklin, Bill Bursaw, Jerry Muehlbauer, Andrea Larson, Pete McCarthy 

and Chad Grundemann 

 

EXCUSED: Marne’ Bruner  

 

Also present were Street/Park Superintendent Scott Turner and Town Clerk Joanne Ruechel.  Dick 

Austin arrived at 5:05 and p.m. Supervisor Klein arrived at 5:16 p.m.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Bursaw/McCarthy to approve the minutes of the October 

8, 2019 meeting.   Questioned and carried 6:0. 

 

STREET AND PARK REPORT: Superintendent Turner stated that recently Liberty Park was 

vandalized with graffiti.  The water heater at Doepke Park is leaking and needs to be replaced.  There 

was a roof vent on Chellis Park shelter that blew off.  It was also reported that within the last few days, 

the donation box at the dog park was broken into and money was taken from it. 

 

DOEPKE PARK SHELTER 

Holiday Decorations- Superintendent Turner asked if the Commission was interested in putting 

lights on the spruce trees in the front of Doepke Park.  There is currently no underwiring or 

conduit going to the trees.  It was mentioned that Marne’ Bruner is helpful with choosing 

decorations to be put up, and Superintendent Turner will ask her if she is interested in helping 

with this. 

 

Interior Improvements- The Parks Commission discussed if we should put Rib Mountain 

memorabilia up inside the Doepke Park shelter.  They discussed what type of items they could 

put up.  It was mentioned to put up old road signs from the Town as well as pictures of baseball 

teams that have played at Doepke Park.  The Parks Commission members will look around for 

items that they would like to display.  Another factor that was brought up is how to keep the 

items safe if they are put inside of the shelter. 

 

Craft Sale-Shelter Rental- Superintendent Turner stated that there was a craft show held at 

Doepke Park on November 9th. There were no problems and it went well.   

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Lions Club Park- Municipal Center- Superintendent Turner stated that the Town has an 

agreement with the Lions Club to build a garage at the Municipal Center.  In exchange for 

letting them build a garage, which would store the Lion’s Club property, the Lion’s Club would 

pay to have a park put up at the Municipal Center.  The Parks Commission discussed what type 

of park they would like to see put up.   

 



 

 

Liberty park improvements- disk golf- No updates. 

 

South Mountain Tennis Courts-Repairs- Street and Park Superintendent Turner stated that we 

have money in the budget to fix the tennis courts.  It was brought up by the Parks Commission 

members that they do not want to use the funds in the Parkland fund account to pay for the 

repairs to the tennis courts.   Chairman Conklin would like this item brought back to the Town 

Board for discussion on financing the tennis court repairs.  Motion by Larson/Bursaw that 

the Parks Commission is not in support of maintaining 3 tennis courts but also ask that 

the Town would not use Parkland funds to maintain the tennis courts at South Mountain 

School.  Questioned and carried 6:0.  

 

Dog Park Phase II-Concept Planning- Superintendent Turner stated that MTS provided a site 

review plan for the dog park phase II concept planning.  The Parks Commission members 

looked at the plan and they agreed that it is a good plan.  Superintendent Turner will be 

checking into what can be placed under the transmission lines if anything.  Mr. Dick Austin 

was present to discuss the dog park and where he would like to see the boardwalks be placed.  

Supervisor Klein was also present to give input on where the wetlands are and what can be 

done on the property. The Commission discussed having some of the shrubs and overgrowth 

cut off of the property this winter.   Motion by Grundemann/Larson to move forward with 

the general concepts of the planning and let staff take the next step with preliminary 

engineering or survey and/or tree clearing.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 

 

Bittersweet Trail Fence- Superintendent Turner said that the construction for the fence will start 

soon. 

  

Rookery Park -Kayak Launch- No updates. 

 

PARK PROJECT LIST- REVIEW AND DISCUSSION- No updates. 

 

PARK EXPENSE REPORT- Superintendent Turner stated that we had some park maintenance 

supplies and contractual services that were recently paid for.  The Town has gone through 72,000 bags 

at the dog park since the park was opened. 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS- Chairman Conklin brought up starting to plan the 

Easter egg hunt in the early part of 2020.  Commissioner Grundemann spoke that the Commission 

should not loose the vision of Rookery Park and what could be done there.  Commissioner Larson 

mentioned that there is a task force being formed to give input on the connectivity to other parks in 

relation to the DNR’s master plan.  The Park Commission members are going to check their schedules 

and let Commissioner Larson know if they are available to be on the task force.    

 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Bursaw/Larson to adjourn.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:17 p.m. 


