
 

 

Rib Mountain Park Commission 
August 13, 2019 

5:00 P.M. 
Meeting Minutes 

 

PRESENT: Acting Chairman Bill Bursaw, Jerry Muehlbauer, Andrea Larson, Chad Grundemann, 

Pete McCarthy and Marne’ Bruner  

 

EXCUSED: Brad Conklin 

 

Also present were Street/Park Superintendent Scott Turner and Town Clerk Joanne Ruechel  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Larson/McCarthy to approve the minutes of the June 11, 

2019 meeting.   Questioned and carried 5:0. 

 

DISCUSSION ON RIB MOUNTAIN DOG PARK- Street and Park Superintendent Turner stated that 

Mr. Dick Austin donated land to that Town that is adjacent to the dog park.  The wetland delineation 

has been done and right now Mr. Austin is working on concepts for what the land might be used for.  

Mr. Austin was present to discuss what he would like to see done with the land.  There is a portion of 

wetlands that Mr. Austin would like a boardwalk built over that would connect the dog park to the new 

land donation.   

 

The Parks Commission discussed how popular the dog park is and that there is support for the 

expansion of the dog park.  Mr. Austin discussed putting a shelter in that dog park that would provide 

shelter during inclement weather.  It would be an open sided shelter with picnic tables.   

 

DISCUSSION ON SOUTH MOUNTAIN TENNIS COURTS- Street and Park Superintendent Turner 

stated that several residents reached out to him and other Town Board members about the South 

Mountain tennis courts being torn out.  Superintendent Turner stated that estimated costs are $40,000 

to fix the courts and he’s looking for a more economical alternative.  It was mentioned that a Town of 

Rib Mountain resident has a connection to a professional in Minnesota who fixes tennis court and 

could suggest repairs that we could consider. 

 

The Commission discussed that there are two other tennis courts already in the town.  It was brought 

up that the area that the tennis courts are on, at South Mountain School, is very wet and this is a 

problem for maintaining the courts as well.  It was also discussed to dig up the courts and put drains 

under the courts.  Commissioner McCarthy stated that his sister-in-law is a former tennis professional 

and he said that she could possibly help us with a fundraiser for the tennis courts. 

 

Motion by Bruner/Larson to recommend to the Town Board that we keep two of the three tennis 

courts and get rid of the tennis courts at South Mountain Elementary School due to the location 

and the water issues and that we will no longer maintain that court.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 

 

DISCUSSION ON WI-FI AT DOEPKE PARK- It was discussed that some residents would like wi-fi 

charging stations at Doepke Park.  The Park Commission stated that they don’t think that there should 



 

 

be wi-fi charging stations in the parks.  The parks are a place where parents should be playing with 

their children and not on the screens. 

 

Motion by Larson/Bruner that the Town of Rib Mountain promote the parks as outdoor 

recreation and to not pursue wi-fi at the parks.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 

 

DISCUSSION ON LAKE WAUSAU ACCESS- Superintendent Turner stated that the Town owns 

property near Liberty Park with lake access.  The access could be used by kayak riders or for winter 

access to the lake.  The owners of the adjacent property have a dock and landscaping which is on the 

Town property.  The property owners wish to purchase some of the land from the Town at this time.  

The owners of the adjacent property have been maintaining the Town’s property for the last 20 years.  

The drop-off from the property to the lake is approximately 20 feet so the Town would need to put in 

and maintain stairs at this location.   

 

The Parks Commission would like to see the Town retain the property for future lake access.   

 

Motion by Grundemann/Bruner that the Park Commission recommends retaining this access as 

Town property for future kayak launch and other water activities.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 

 

STREET AND PARK REPORT: Superintendent Turner stated that MC United soccer group would 

like to use Liberty Park and Doepke Park for their soccer practices.  An agreement was drawn up and 

the Town Board approved the agreement on August 6th.   

 

A sign was put up at the Flax tot-lot that the equipment would be removed in 30 days.  Superintendent 

Turner has not heard from any residents regarding the tot-lot.  There are bees at Chellis Park in the 

sand.  The Public Works Department had an exterminator spray the area 4 times and will do another 

treatment shortly.  The exterminator said the bees are non-pollinators.  There were four springs that 

broke on a child’s toy at Doepke Park.  The springs are being fixed.   

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

GOOSE ISSUES AT TOWN PARKS:  Nothing 

 

LIBERTY PARK IMPROVEMENTS- DISK GOLF- Nothing 

 

PLAYGROUNDS- CHELLIS PARK, FLAX TOT LOT- Already discussed 

 

DOEPKE SHELTER-GUTTERS- Nothing 

 

BITTERSWEET TRAIL FENCE- Superintendent Turner is working on this 

 

PARK PROJECT LIST- REVIEW AND DISCUSSION- Superintendent Turner supplied a project list 

that he completed in June. 

 

PARK EXPENSE REPORT- Superintendent Turner stated that the expenses for the work that was 

done at Doepke Park is on this report.    



 

 

 

REPORTS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS-Commissioner Muehlbauer asked if residents can 

snow shoe in the newly donated land next to the dog park.   

 

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Larson/Grundemann to adjourn.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:04 p.m. 


