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Committee Chairman Brad Conklin called the meeting of the Rib Mountain Public Safety Committee to order at 

5:30 p.m. at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center, 3700 North Mountain Road.  Other members present included 

Allen Opall and Jim Legner. 

 

Also present were Supervisors Fred Schaefer and Gerry Klein, Town Administrator Gaylene Rhoden, Clerk 

Joanne Ruechel, Street/Park Superintendent Scott Turner, Town Attorney Dean Dietrich and Alyson Dieckman 

 

On May 17, 2019 copies of the meeting notice were made available to the media, Town Board, Town Attorney 

and posted at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center and Town website.     

 

Approve Minutes of March 5, 2019 – Motion by Opall/Legner to approve the minutes of the March 5, 2019 

Public Safety Committee meeting.  Questioned and carried 3:0. 

 

Discussion and Recommendation for Speed Enforcement Area List-   Administrator Rhoden stated that she was 

contacted by a resident on Bluegill Avenue who has requested a “children at play” sign.  The information was 

passed along to the Sheriff’s Department.  There is a portable speed-reading sign that Public Works will be 

moving around in the Town to alert drivers if they are speeding.  The Committee agreed that this is an evolving 

speed enforcement list that will be updated as needed. 

 

Update on Geese Feeding at Rookery View Park- Administrator Rhoden stated that one gentleman was cited for 

feeding the geese.  Staff has been monitoring Rookery View Park for people feeding the geese. 

 

Update on Audible Crosswalk Funding- Superintendent Turner stated the Town is within $500 of having the 

full funding for the project.  This would allow the Town to place audible equipment at the intersection of Robin 

Lane/Hummingbird Road (CTH R) and the intersection of Robin Lane/Rib Mountain Drive. Superintendent 

Turner is going to reach out to the Rib Mountain Lions Club about a possible donation and he anticipates that 

the audible crosswalks will be installed after the 4th of July. 

 

John and Penny Happli were in the audience and stated that they are very happy to see that the audible 

crosswalks will be installed. 

 

Appoint Bike and Pedestrian Safety Committee Members- Administrator Rhoden has received the names of two 

Town residents who wish to be appointed to the Bike and Pedestrian Safety Committee.  They are Lori Woldt 

who is a member of the Wausau Wheelers Board and also Deputy Paul Clarke from the Marathon County 

Sheriff’s Department. 

 

Motion by Opall/Legner to approve the appointment of Ms. Lori Woldt and Sheriff’s Deputy Paul 

Clarke as new members to the Pedestrian/Bicycle Safety Committee.  Questioned and carried 3:0. 

 

Discussion and Recommendation for Offender Ordinance- This item was brought forward in the past.  

Administrator Rhoden drafted an Ordinance that would be enforced by the Probation and Parole office in 

Wausau, along with the Code Enforcement Officer.  The Ordinance sets a minimum distance from parks and 

other public places sexual offenders can be within the Town of Rib Mountain.  Attorney Dietrich stated that the 

Ordinance would keep sexual offenders at least one football field away from designated areas within the Town.   
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Supervisor Conklin noted that the park hours needs to be corrected.  The Committee discussed if the Town 

could enforce this Ordinance in the County and State parks which are located within the Town.    

 

Motion by Conklin/Legner to review and amend the Ordinance to define Town, County and State Parks 

in paragraph 2 c i and to adjust the park hours in paragraph 3 a ii of the attached draft ordinance for 

regulation of sexual offenders and bring back the Ordinance back to the Town Board subject to Attorney 

approval.  Questioned and carried 3:0. 

 

Adjourn Meeting – Motion by Legner/Conklin to adjourn the meeting at 5:51 p.m.  Questioned and 

carried 3:0. 

 

 

Submitted by:  

Joanne Ruechel 

Clerk 

 

Note: These minutes are not to be considered official until acted upon at an upcoming regular meeting, 

therefore, they are subject to revision. 

 


