
 

  
TOWN OF RIB MOUNTAIN 

Town Board Meeting 
July 21, 2020 

 
Acting-Chairman Fred Schaefer called the July 21, 2020, Regular Meeting of the Rib Mountain Town 
Board to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center, 227800 Snowbird Avenue, Wausau 
Wisconsin. 
 
Other Supervisors present included Brad Conklin, Dan Fiorenza, and Gerry Klein.   
 
Supervisor Al Opall was excused. 
 
Also present were Administrator Gaylene Rhoden, Community Development Director Jared Wehner, 
Street and Park Superintendent Scott Turner, Finance Director Nicole Dunbar, Clerk Joanne Ruechel, 
and SAFER Fire Chief Matt Savage.    
 
On July 17, 2020, copies of the meeting notice were made available to the media, Town Board, Town 
Attorney, posted at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center, SAFER Fire Department, Rib Mountain 
Sanitary District office, and the Town website.   
 
Comments from the Public Related to Town Board Agenda Items- None 
 
Approve Minutes of the July 7, 2020, Regular Town Board Meeting.  Motion by Fiorenza/Conklin to 
approve the July 7, 2020, Regular Town Board Meeting minutes, the July 7, 2020 Open meeting 
minutes and the June 30, 2020 Strategic Planning minutes .  Questioned and carried 4:0. 
 
Plan Commission 

 
Docket #2020-07: Discussion and Action on a Zoning Map Amendment request rezoning a portion of 
Lot 32 of Royal View Estates from MR-4 Mixed Residential to SR-2 Suburban Residential for the 
purpose of modification and addition of parcels, as presented on the draft Certified Survey Map- 
Community Development Director Wehner explained that the property owner is proposing a parcel 
line adjustment for Lot 32 of the Royal View Estates subdivision.  The lot currently has the original 
farmhouse and barn. The barn is to be razed and the farmhouse will be on proposed lot 38. Lot 37 will 
be a combination of lot 35 and the western portion of Lot 32. The remaining Lot 32 will become lot 39 
and remain zoned as MR-4 mixed residential. 
 
The Town Board discussed that they would like a trail included on lot 39.  Currently, the trail is 
located in the right-of-way.  Motion by Klein/Fiorenza to approve Resolution 20-08 as drafted and 
presented.  Questioned and carried 4:0. 
 
 
 
 



 

Docket #2020-09: Discussion and action on a requested Conditional Use Permit for a Detached Private 
Residential Garage, Carport or Utility Shed in excess of 1,000 square feet at 152111 Goldenrod Road- 
Community Development Director Wehner stated that the applicant is proposing a 1,500 square foot 
accessory garage with a storage loft.  The structure is designed to match his home which is located on 
the same parcel. The Planning Commission approved this request.  There will be heat and electric 
service in the garage, but no water or sewer.  Motion by Fiorenza/Conklin to approve the 
conditional use permit subject to the conditions passed by the Planning Commission.  Questioned 
and carried 4:0. 
 
Discussion and Possible Action on Ordinance No. 2020-02 Adopting the 2020 Comprehensive Plan for 
the Town of Rib Mountain- Supervisor Schaefer stated that prior to this meeting, there was a public 
hearing regarding the Comprehensive Plan with the Planning Commission.  Supervisor Klein asked 
that the street name list be updated to included Tanager Lane and Harrier Avenue.  Supervisor Conklin 
mentioned that we need to add the proposed Lion’s Club Park to the park listing.  Motion by 
Conklin/Fiorenza to approve Ordinance 2020-02 adopting the 2020 Comprehensive Plan with 
the change of road names and a reference to the Lion’s Club Park.  Questioned and carried 4:0. 
 
Discussion and Possible Action on Contract with the City of Wausau for Backup Building Inspector 
Services- Community Development Director Wehner stated that the Finance and Personnel Committee 
approved this request.  The Attorney did review this contract and approved it.  Motion by 
Fiorenza/Conklin to approve the draft agreement for backup inspection services with the City of 
Wausau.  Questioned and carried 4:0. 
 
Discussion and Possible Action on Contract with the City of Wausau for Commercial Inspection 
Services- Community Development Director Wehner stated that the Finance and Personnel Committee 
approved this request.  The commercial inspection would be done by the City of Wausau instead of the 
State of Wisconsin.  Director Wehner said that we would have to update our fee schedule and building 
code. The updates will be brought to the Town Board next month for approval.  We would have to give 
the State a 30-day termination notice.  Motion by Conklin/Fiorenza to approve the draft agreement 
for commercial inspection services with the City of Wausau.  Questioned and carried 4:0.  
 
Discussion and Possible Action on Resolution No. 20-09 Adopting Valley Inn Way for the Unnamed 
Road- Supervisor Schaefer stated that this item was discussed at last month’s meeting.  Motion by 
Klein/Fiorenza to adopt Resolution 20-09 official adopting “Valley Inn Way” as the street name 
for the unnamed road. Questioned and carried 3:1 with Conklin dissenting.   
 
Approval of Reappointment of Park Commission Member- Street and Park Superintendent Turner 
stated that Andrea Larson is up for re-appointment.  She has been on the Commission for the last 6 
years and would like to be re-appointed.  Motion by Klein/Fiorenza to approve the re-appointment 
of Andrea Larson to the Park Commission.  Questioned and carried 4:0. 
 
Approval of Flax Tot Lot Playground Equipment- Street and Park Superintendent Turner discussed 
that Lee Recreation submitted a bid to replace the playground equipment at the Flax Tot Lot.  $25,000 
was budgeted for this project.  The Park Commission approve this purchase.  Motion by 
Fiorenza/Conklin to approve the proposal with Lee Recreation in the amount of $18,541.  
Questioned and carried 4:0. 



 

 
Approval of Resolution 20-10 Acceptance of Land Donation- Street and Park Superintendent Turner 
stated that Dick Austin donated a section of land near Sungold Court.  This is an outlot that is adjacent 
to the road right-of-way.  Motion by Klein/Conklin to approve Resolution 20-10 Acceptance of 
Land Donation subject Town Attorney review.  Questioned and carried 4:0. 
 
Approval of New Hire – Seasonal Public Works – Due to a recent termination, there is a seasonal 
Public Works position open.  Superintendent Turner would like to fill this position with Preston 
McMahon.  Motion by Conklin/Klein to approve the hire of Preston McMahon for Seasonal 
Public Works maintenance at the wage rate of $11.66 per hour.  Questioned and carried 4:0. 
 
Approval of Wage Adjustment - Seasonal Public Works- Superintendent Turner would like to promote 
Ben Johnson to the position of Park Maintenance Coordinator.  Ben has worked for the Public Works 
Department for the last year and a half.  Motion by Fiorenza/Conklin to approve the wage 
adjustment of Ben Johnson from $12.04 per hour to $13.00 per hour.  Questioned and carried 
4:0. 
 
Discussion and Approval for Revisions to Personnel Policy 420 – Safety – Administrator Rhoden 
stated that this was approved at the last Finance and Personnel Committee meeting.  The money would 
come from the Worker’s Compensation refund account.  Motion by Klein/Fiorenza to approve the 
revised Policy 420 Safety policy.  Questioned and carried 4:0. 
 
Approval of Operator’s Licenses- Clerk Ruechel explained that she tried to contact Julia Raduechel to 
come in for a meeting with the Town Board Chairman regarding her operator’s license.  She never 
called back.  It was the direction of the Town Board to send a letter of denial to Julia and also to her 
employer to let them know the status of the Operator’s license.  Motion by Schaefer/Klein to 
approve the Operator’s license for Cierra Duellman, Gema Aguirre, Marco Woosencraft, 
Michael Maciejewski, and Robert Cash.  Questioned and carried 4:0  
 
The Town Board discussed the application of Elizabeth Gallion.  Motion by Klein/Conklin to set up 
a meeting for Elizabeth Gallion to meet with Chairman Opall and have Chairman Opall report 
back to the Board at the next meeting.  Questioned and carried 4:0. 
 
Reports/Minutes 
 
Town Board  
Supervisor Conklin thanked the Public Works Department for cutting up a tree that came down during 
a storm.  He also mentioned a news article about the Convention and Visitor’s Bureau where the Town 
was mentioned several times.   
 
Supervisor Fiorenza commented that the Town has very nice walking and biking trails.  He was 
wondering if we could put up a donation box at the Dog Park.   It was stated that in the past, the 
donation box has been broken into with the donations taken.  Superintendent Turner is looking for a 
new donation box placed on a steel pipe that can’t be broken into. 
 



 

Supervisor Klein asked if we have heard anything from Harter’s recycling regarding the plastics that 
the Town would like to see recycled.  Administrator Rhoden spoke with Melessa Johnson who is the 
director of the Marathon County Solid Waste Department.  Melessa stated that Harter’s is recycling the 
same materials that Advanced Disposal did for the Town.  Recycling plastic items #3-#7 have seen a 
significant drop in market value, so those items are no longer being recycled by Harter’s.  The Board 
asked Administrator Rhoden to follow up with Harter’s to see if plastic items #3-#7 can be recycled.   
 
SAFER – Fire Chief Savage stated that in the past 48 hours, SAFER has responded to 43 calls.  The 
use of Personal Protective Equipment is up when responding to the calls.  SAFER also responded to 3 
swift-water rescues in one day.    
 
Other Agencies – Supervisor Schaefer stated that the Board is monitoring the issues at the Convention 
and Visitor’s Bureau.  The Town of Rib Mountain did get the money that they were due from the 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau already.  The other item that Supervisor Schaefer would like the 
Town to look into is who is paying the attorney fees and how much the attorney fees are for this issue. 
 
Town Attorney – No report. 
 
Town Administrator – A written report was provided.    
 
Community Development Director –A written report was provided.   
  
Street-Parks Superintendent – A written report was provided.   Superintendent Turner stated that the 
Public Works Department will be starting on Swan Avenue this week.   
 
Finance Director – A written report was provided.  The sale for our borrowing has been pushed off 
until August 18, 2020 
 
Town Clerk – A written report was provided. Clerk Ruechel stated that she was again elected to the 
Municipal Clerk’s Advisory Board for 2021. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer –No report. 
 
Park Commission – There was a meeting last week.  They discussed sending out a survey about the 
disc golf course at Liberty Park to the Town residents. 
 
Finance & Personnel – There is a meeting scheduled for August 4, 2020.   
 
Public Works Committee – There is a meeting scheduled for August 4, 2020. 
 
Public Safety Committee – Supervisor Conklin stated that with bow hunting season coming up, we will 
be directing residents to the Wisconsin bow hunting map provided by the DNR.  He also stated that he 
and Administrator Rhoden had a meeting with a representative of the Marathon County Sheriff’s 
Department to discuss the dedicated officer position.  Supervisor Conklin believes that this officer will 
benefit the Town.  There was also a request for safety lights on Rose Avenue. 
 



 

Bicycle/Ped Committee –There was a meeting last week.  Administrator Rhoden stated that the 
Committee would like to have a Town Bike ride on September 22, 2020, in honor of the Trillium Trail 
opening.  The ribbon-cutting on the Trillium Trail is tentatively scheduled for September 22, 2020.   
 
General Comments –Harlan Hebbe stated that he would like to see Operator’s Licenses denied if the 
person applying lies on the application.  
 
Adjourn - Motion by Klein/Fiorenza to adjourn at 6:50 p.m.  Questioned and carried 4:0. 
 

Submitted by 
Joanne Ruechel, Town of Rib Mountain Clerk 

 
Note: These minutes are not to be considered official until acted upon at an upcoming regular meeting, 
therefore, they are subject to revision. 


