Town of Rib Mountain Park Commission
Tuesday, June 13, 2006

Lette Becker, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM. Roll was taken. Members
present included: Shelley Hertz, Duane Zeichert, Chuck Kickbusch, Berland Meyer, and George
Snyder. Also present were Scott Schatschneider, Street and Park Superintendent and Gaylene
Rhoden, Town Administrator. Daniel Schneider was excused.

Approval of minutes from last meeting:

The Commission reviewed minutes from the May meeting. After making two minor
typographical corrections George Snyder moved to approve the minutes, seconded by Chuck
Kickbusch. Approved 6-0.

Bike Rodeo:

Ned Bandy did not attend the Park Commission meeting. Gaylene read from a report in her files
noting that 92 bikers registered for the Bike Rodeo — the most in recent years — and there were 40
volunteers present. The Rodeo gave away 33 prizes. A Grant of $977 from the Department of
Transportation on behalf of the Pedestrian Safety Committee helped to fund this program.
Gaylene expressed thanks to the volunteers and organizations that made the day so successful.

New Summer Hire:

The Commission hired Megan Thompson as the Assistant Director of the Summer Playground.
She will be paid at the rate of $9.00 per hour as a returning employee. Motion by Shelley
Hertz, seconded by Chuck Kickbusch — Approved 6-0

Superintendent’s Report:

Sale of warming hut: Scott will place an ad in the local newspaper advertising to the public the
opportunity to bid for the purchase of the old warming hut which was used last winter at the
skating rink.

Highway R Bike and Pedestrian Trail: Concern has been expressed to the Town regarding the
need for trail etiquette signage on the new bike/pedestrian trail. The trail is under county
jurisdiction but they are open to us posting information that promotes safe usage of the trail
system in Rib Mountain. The Commission agreed that courtesy rules should be posted and
Gaylene will discuss this with Jim Dalland, Chair of the Public Safety Committee and sample
rules were suggested and edited to be forwarded to Public Safety.

Fritz Doepke Recreation Area:

Shelter Status: Members of the Commission expressed concern about the slowness of
construction progress on the recreation building. Part of the delay was caused by problems
getting enough of the right bricks, while other problems occurred because the masons are being
asked to build the new fire station at the same time, decreasing the time they can work on the
park building. Scott said that work is still moving forward and he expects the park shelter to be
completed by the middle of July. Gaylene noted that we have received an extension on the grant
we received to help build the structure and the funds are not in jeopardy.
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Named Pavers: The Commission discussed the timeline and placement of the named pavers
which are to be installed around the shelter. Chuck will try to get an idea of the proposed cost to
install these items as that expense is currently not in the project budget. No final plan was
agreed upon.

Wall of Honor: George had no new information to report. He is still awaiting drawings/sketches
on the wall concept.

Fund-raising:
George reported that we have received $1000 from the Light Foundation and $2000 for the
purchase of soccer goals. Other contacts are being made seeking funds.

Building and Grounds:

Tennis Equipment: Shelley reported that she is need of tennis equipment to run the program this
summer. She requested items including, ball hoppers, pipe anchors, foam tennis balls, and
regular tennis balls. Motion by Berland, seconded by George to provide $150 for the
purchase of tennis equipment by Shelley. Approved 6-0

Shelley noted that lessons will begin on July 31 and will run until August 11, beginning this year
at 10:00 AM daily. We have hired two instructors for the program. If the registrations exceed
our current capacity, the Commission would like to see addition sections offered so that no
children are turned away.

Park Maintenance: A discussion occurred about the upcoming need to resurface the tennis courts
at Liberty Park. The courts have been patched in the past but may require a total re-build in
2007. It was agreed that Capital Improvement requests will be placed on the next agenda. An
additional item for consideration will be the soccer field at Liberty Park. Soil samples will be
taken so we know the condition of the soil there. Finally, George requested that we consider
establishing a few (5-10) parking stalls at the new Rookery View Park. Currently users must
park across the road and the safety of citizens crossing the road is a real concern.

School District / Rib Mt. Partnerships: A question was asked regarding whose responsibility it is
to maintain structures placed by others on school property (i.e. at Rib Mountain and South
Mountain Schools). Berland said that the Wausau School District welcomes partnerships with
other governmental entities and also those with youth groups such as Youth Baseball and Youth
Soccer. When the buildings age then a question arises as to whom is to fix it. Currently the
District has agreed to maintain such structures as they are on its site(s) and the public perceives
such things to “belong” to the district, though they do not. Berland reminded the Commission
that the Wausau School District recently cut over one million dollars from its budget and it will
someday reach a point where it can no longer afford to maintain structures for others.

Berland reported that he had made contact with Maintenance Division of the WSD and that the
storage building at South Mountain has been recently re-roofed by the District and that the
building will receive a “face-lift” this summer as part of an Eagle Scout Project. The District
will monitor the progress of the repairs.
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Lette appointed Chuck and Berland to a sub-committee to report back on the number of town
structures on school property. It was suggested by Berland that any future partnerships be
detailed in writing so there is a clear understanding who will do what and when.

New Business:
Five-Year Plan Update: We need to update our existing Five-Year Park Plan. Gaylene offered
to review the plan and make basic edits. She’ll then return it to the Commission for their work

Revision of Park By-Laws: A copy of existing Park Rules was distributed (Circa 1988). We
need to update these rules and add rules regarding alcohol consumption. Gaylene will solicit
existing rules from surrounding municipalities as possible models for us.

Announcements:

1. Chuck requested that Wausau Youth Baseball be invited to our next meeting in an
attempt to maintain open communication regarding their use of the baseball diamonds
and the scheduling of games.

2. Chuck requested we consider inviting our attorney, Philip Freeburg, to a Commission
meeting to discuss Open Meeting Law requirements.

3. Gaylene reported that Governor has signed a bill tightening the mechanisms available for
funding parks in Wisconsin. This could result in reduced funds in the future.

Adjournment:
Berland Meyer moved to adjourn, seconded by Duane Zeichert. Approved 6-0.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM

The next meeting of the Commission will be on July 11, 2006 at 7:00 PM.

Submitted by:

Berland Meyer
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