
 

  
TOWN OF RIB MOUNTAIN 

Town Board Meeting 
January 21, 2020 

 
Chairman Opall called the January 21, 2020 Regular Meeting of the Rib Mountain Town Board to 
order at 6:08 p.m. at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center, 227800 Snowbird Avenue, Wausau 
Wisconsin. 
 
Other Supervisors present included Fred Schaefer, Gerry Klein, Jim Legner and Brad Conklin.  
 
Also present were Administrator Gaylene Rhoden, Community Development Director Jared Wehner, 
Clerk Joanne Ruechel, Finance Director Nicole Dunbar, Street and Park Superintendent Scott Turner, 
and Fire Chief Matt Savage. 
 
On January 17, 2020, copies of the meeting notice were made available to the media, Town Board, 
Town Attorney, and posted at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center, SAFER Fire Department, Rib 
Mountain Sanitary District office and the Town website.   
 
Comments from the Public Related to Town Board Agenda Items- Andrea Larson of 222033 
Wintergreen Road Wausau stated that she is the Chairperson of the Bike and Pedestrian Safety 
Committee in the Town of Rib Mountain.  She asked the Town Board to recommend the ideas that 
are being brought before them tonight in regards to the Master Plan for Rib Mountain State Park.   
 
Kevin Keefe- 800 N 26th Avenue Wausau spoke in regards to the Master Plan for Rib Mountain State 
Park.  He would like to see camping brought back to the park.   
 
Approve Minutes of the January 7, 2020 Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes, the October 2, 2018 
Open Meeting Minutes and the November 13, 2018 Budget Hearing Meeting Minutes.  Motion by 
Schaefer/Legner to approve the January 7, 2020 Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes, the October 
2, 2018 Open Meeting Minutes and the November 13, 2018 Budget Hearing Meeting Minutes.  
Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
Plan Commission 
a. Comprehensive Plan-Review of Issues/Goals/Objectives and Actions- Community Development 
Director Wehner stated that he put together a draft Comprehensive Plan for the Town Board to look 
at.  He’s looking for feedback to bring back to the Planning Commission.   
 
Supervisor Schafer stated that we should not be referring to “lower areas” in regards to 
development.  He also asked that we take out possible conflict with groups in regards to water issues.  
He asked that we maintain the aspirational aspects for the topics covered in the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
The Town Board discussed mixed use land uses and purchasing land that is identified in the 
Comprehensive Plan when it becomes available.  They also discussed how the future land use map 
could drive any development in the Town.  The Town Board also would like to see senior housing in 
the Town being developed.   



 

Supervisor Klein asked Community Development Director Wehner to work with other watershed 
municipalities on lowing the phosphorus content in the river.  He also asked that the Town work with 
residents in regards to fertilizing their yards so it does not end up in the run-off.  Another item that 
Supervisor Klein would like to see in the Comprehensive Plan is a trail to connect to 9-mile recreation 
area and the Mountain Bay trail.  There was also a discussion on adding places in the Town to carry-in 
a kayak and have areas for fishing.  His final wish is to have two traffic calming mechanisms in the 
next couple of years. 
 
The Town Board discussed the time frame for passing the Comprehensive Plan.  There will be a public 
hearing at a future Planning Commission meeting.  The information about working with the Sherriff’s 
Department will be updated.  The topic of affordable housing in the Town was discussed and the 
Town Board is in agreement for condos, duplex and single-family homes.   
 
Resolution #20-01 Resolution to Reimburse Expenditures- Finance Director Dunbar explained that we 
have expenses coming up for the unnamed road and equipment for SAFER.  We may have expenses 
from these items before we borrow money in 2020.  This resolution would allow the Town to borrow 
money from Town funds and reimburse the money after the borrowing happens. This resolution is 
required before any borrowing happens.  Motion by Schaefer/Legner to approve Resolution 20-01.  
Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
Resolution #20-02 2020 Fee Schedule- Superintendent Turner stated that the only change to the fee 
schedule is regarding memorial benches.  The price for benches has increased from $1000.00 to 
$1200.00.  The Town Board asked that staff look into increasing the prices next year for the fee 
schedule.  Motion by Schaefer/Legner to approve Resolution #20-02 2020 Fee Schedule.  
Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
Discussion and Approve of Rib Mountain Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan- Supervisor Klein showed 
several maps of the Town of Rib Mountain with the trail and bike routes.  He stated that he along 
with Supervisor Conklin attended the last Bike and Pedestrian Safety Committee meeting.  There is a 
trail that goes along the north side of the Mountain and the Committee would like this trail meet up 
with another trail that leads to the Granite Peak parking lot.  If those two trails are connected, the 
Town could apply for a Safe Route to School grant from the State.  The trail would need to be paved 
to apply for the grant.  The Committee would also like to see a paved or gravel trail that hooks up 
with Whippoorwill Road and in the future, may connect with Thornapple Road.  On the south side of 
the mountain, they would like a new paved trail that would be on State Park land starting at the 
corner of Bittersweet Road and goes to Park Road.   The Committee also wishes to have a paved bike 
path that goes all the way around the base of the mountain without a lot of elevation.  They would 
also like to see a trail placed on Daisy Road since there is not much traffic on that road.  Supervisor 
Conklin made a suggestion that there be a trail head parking lot at the end of Daisy Road.  There is a 
way to get to 9-mile Recreation Area, but people would need to cross over private land and at this 
time, the Town does not have an easement to cross those properties.   
 
Supervisor Klein also mentioned having camping once again at the State Park.  The Bike and 
Pedestrian Safety Committee would also like to see signage put up leading to the trails that are 
located on Begonia Street, Bellflower Street, Trumpeter Lane, Oriole Lane and Daffodil Lane.  Another 
member of the Committee asked that a water station be put on the trails if possible.  Supervisor 
Schaefer mentioned that he believes that the State may start charging people for trail access.  It was 



 

suggested by Marathon County Park Director Polley at the Bike and Pedestrian Safety Committee to 
request the State hire more people to maintain the trails.  The Town Board discussed this item and 
decided that it would not be included in their suggestions to the State.   
 
Superintendent Turner put together a map that showed property lines and the private land owners of 
the property near potential trails.  He was looking at the best place to put the trails.  The map showed 
connections between the roads that are connected to the State Park and those that have trails near 
the roads.  Motion by Klein/Conklin to approve the Bike and Pedestrian new trail segments and 
that they be added to our Bike and Pedestrian Plan.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
Discussion of the Town’s input into the Master Plan for Rib Mountain State Park- Administrator 
Rhoden and Chairman Opall met with the DNR regarding the Master Plan.  They are encouraging 
everyone who would like to comment on the Master Plan to submit their comments by February 22, 
2020 to the Wisconsin DNR.   
 
The Town Board discussed that they would like to see the ideas for the trails and camping in the State 
Park submitted.  They would also like to see Granite Peak replace any trail that is lost to an expansion, 
by building a new trail that is equal to or better than the trail that was lost.  Administrator Rhoden 
will draft a letter outlining what the Town Board spoke about tonight and bring it back to the next 
Town Board meeting for a review.  After the review, it will be submitted to the State DNR prior to 
February 22, 2020.   
 
Supervisor Klein mentioned that we may need to address water run off and water handling.  Would 
Granite Peak agree to help pay to deepen some ditches to control the water?  The other item that he 
brought up was to allow archery and cross bow hunting only in the State Park.  Supervisor Klein 
believes that hunting with a rifle or mussel loader in the park is unsafe.  This item will be brought 
back to the next Town Board meeting for more discussion.   
 
Discussion and Recommendation for the 51/29 Tunnel Murals- Administrator Rhoden stated that this 
item was discussed several years ago and at that point, the State of Wisconsin denied letting us put a 
mural in the tunnel.  It was recently found out that the State of Wisconsin would allow us to put a 
mural in the tunnel as long as the Town of Rib Mountain completes the permit for the mural.  Andrea 
Larson from the Bike and Pedestrian Safety Committee stated that she would like to see panels 
painted and placed inside the tunnel.  Andrea would also like to see a sub-committee formed to 
gather feedback from local artiest and to see what would the State allow us to put in the tunnel.  
Motion by Schaefer/Klein to recommend that the Bike and Pedestrian Safety Committee move 
forward with the mural project.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
Discussion and Recommendation for Town Board Meetings on Election Day(s)- Clerk Ruechel stated 
that three of the five election days in 2020 fall on the same day that the Town Board is scheduled to 
meet.  She also stated that she will be re-routing the electors in 2020 through the Municipal Center.  
By doing this, the medium and large conference rooms will both be used on election day. 
 
The Town Board discussed various options for having the Town Board meeting.  Motion by 
Schaefer/Legner to hold the Town Board meetings on the regularly scheduled date and move the 
meetings to the SAFER station 1 located at 224225 Hummingbird Road.  Questioned and carried 
5:0. 



 

 
Approval of Operator’s License- Administrator Rhoden stated that Attorney Dietrich did not see any 
issues with the people who applied for an operator’s license.   Motion by Schaefer/Legner to 
approve the operator’s licenses for Hannah Christenson and Roger Herrick.  Questioned and carried 
5:0. 
 
Reports/Minutes 
 
Town Board – Supervisor Conklin stated that the Town did a good job with the garbage and recycling 
totes.  Administrator Rhoden stated that Advance Disposal will no longer be picking up any totes in 
the Town.  Any remaining totes will be picked up by the Public Works Department.  Supervisor 
Conklin also stated that several residents have contacted him and would also like to see camping at 
the State Park. 
 
Chairman Opall reported that on the 30th of January the Town of Rib Mountain will host the Western 
Towns Association meeting.  He encouraged the other Town Board members to attend.  Chairman 
Opall also stated that he went to the Village of Weston Board meeting last night.  He was opposed to 
the person who was nominated to be on the SAFER Board.  In the end, that person was voted to be 
on the SAFER Board.   
 
SAFER – Chief Savage said that there is a report in the packet.  They cleared 3,000 call in 2019.  The 
two new fire engines will be delivered to station 1 tomorrow and will be in service early next week.  
SAFER will be doing training with the vendor on the new fire engines. 
 
Other Agencies – Chairman Opall reported that the County is still looking for a new Administrator.  
They also still looking to downsize the County Board. 
 
Town Attorney – No report 
 
Town Administrator – A written report was provided.  Administrator Rhoden stated that the Town 
will be hosting a blood drive on April 10 at the Municipal Center.  She will be meeting with MPO in 
regards to updating the Transportation Plan.  Administrator Rhoden was interviewed by WSAU in 
regards to the shoplifting discussion that happened at the Public Safety Committee meeting earlier 
tonight.  
 
Community Development Director – Community Development Director Wehner put a report in the 
packet.  The Town Board asked Director Wehner to bring back a listing of building permits that have 
been issued.  He will bring back a full listing for the first meeting of the month.  Director Wehner also 
stated that Glass Nickel pizza should be opening in February. 
  
Street-Parks Superintendent – A detailed report was provided.  MSA is gathering bids for the Trillium 
Trail.  Superintendent Turner stated that they have been doing a lot of snow plowing. 
 
Finance Director – A written report was included in the packet.  The Town is at the end of the tax 
collection season.  Finance Director Dunbar is working on getting the Deputy Treasurer position filled. 
 



 

Town Clerk – A written report was included in the packet.  Clerk Ruechel reported that the Wisconsin 
Senate is looking at legalizing voters to take a selfie with their ballot.  The Supreme Court of 
Wisconsin was asked to take the case the deals with the voter purge.  Clerk Ruechel also stated that 
she has received several phone calls from residents reporting that the Center for Voter Information 
has sent out letters.  The letters are asking the Town residents to register to vote.  The residents who 
have reached out to the Town are already registered.   Clerk Ruechel is advising the residents to shred 
those letters. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer –No report. 
  
Park Commission – There was a meeting on January 14th.  They are starting to plan for the Easter egg 
hunt. 
 
Finance & Personnel –They have not met recently.  
 
Public Works Committee – They have not met recently.  Superintendent Turner reported that the 
truck is in the process of being built and he’s hoping to have it in the middle of February. 
 
Public Safety Committee –The Committee met prior to this meeting.  Supervisor Conklin stated that 
they discussed the no parking resolution on Buttercup Road.  This item will need to be brought back 
to the Public Safety Committee for more discussion. 
 
Bicycle/Ped Committee –The Committee met on January 16, 2020.  They discussed the Master Plan 
for the State Park as well as plans to put a mural in the 51/29 tunnel. 
 
General Comments –John Happli of 3204 Martin Avenue, Wausau asked how the fire truck discussion 
went with the Village of Weston.  Chairman Opall reported that this issue was settled. 
 
Adjourn - Motion by Schaefer/Klein to adjourn at 7:42 p.m.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
 

Submitted by 
Joanne Ruechel, Town Clerk 

 
Note: These minutes are not to be considered official until acted upon at an upcoming regular 
meeting, therefore, they are subject to revision. 


