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Chairman Allen Opall called the July 2, 2019 Regular Meeting of the Rib Mountain Town Board to 
order at 6:02 p.m. at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center, 3700 North Mountain Road, Wausau WI.  
Supervisors present included Jim Legner, Brad Conklin, Gerry Klein and Fred Schaefer. 
 
Also present were Administrator Gaylene Rhoden, Finance Director Nicole Dunbar, Street/Park 
Superintendent Scott Turner, Clerk Joanne Ruechel, Community Development Director Steve Kunst, 
SAFER Fire Chief Matt Savage, Attorney Dean Dietrich and Code Enforcement Officer Bert Nitzke.   
 
On June 28, 2019, copies of the meeting notice were made available to the media, Town Board, Town 
Attorney, and posted at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center and Town website.   
 
Comments from the Public Related to Town Board Agenda Items – Rodney Klos of 1605 Bluebird Lane 
was present to give input into the new name of his Road.  He prefers not to have Grosbeak Lane for 
the new name of his street. 
 
Approve Minutes of the June 18, 2019 Regular Town Board Meeting and Open Meeting Minutes from 
June 18, 2019– Motion by Schaefer/Klein to approve the June 18, 2019 regular Town Board meeting 
minutes and the June 18, 2019 open meeting minutes.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
Plan Commission  

a.  Community Development Director Kunst stated that at the last Plan Commission meeting, 
they reviewed a pre-application for a zoning map amendment.  Due to the applicant not being 
able to attend this meeting, the item was tabled to a future meeting. 
 

 b. Sherry Tanck, applicant, requests a Zoning Map Amendment from Outdoor Recreation to 
Suburban Residential-2 for the property addressed 5705 North Mountain Road. Parcel 
#34.052807. 011.010.00.00. Resolution 19-06.  Community Development Director Kunst 
indicated the applicant seeks to rezone 7.34 acres of land adjacent to State Park Speedway 
from Outdoor Recreation to Suburban Residential-2. He noted the subject property is legally 
nonconforming to the Outdoor Recreation district minimum lot size of 35 acres; therefore, the 
proposal to rezone to Suburban Residential-2 brings the property into zoning compliance and 
is consistent with the Rib Mountain Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map and 
surrounding neighborhoods.  Motion by Schaefer/Conklin to approve the Zoning Map 
Amendment for the property addressed 5705 North Mountain Road from Outdoor 
Recreation to Suburban Residential 2, as presented.  Questioned and carried 5:0.  
 
Motion by Schaefer/Klein to pass Resolution 19-05 amending the Rib Mountain Zoning Map.  
Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
c.   Tim Vreeland, agent, requests Final Plat Approval for Oriole Heights subdivision at the 
property addressed 1701 Oriole Lane. Parcel #34.102807.003.012.00.00.  Superintendent 
Kunst indicated the applicant requests Final Plat approval for Oriole Heights subdivision, 



TOWN OF RIB MOUNTAIN 

Town Board Meeting 
July 2, 2019 

    2 

which is located west of the Barnes and Noble development along Oriole Lane. He noted the 
Plan Commission recommended approval of the Preliminary Plat on March 27, 2019 followed 
by Town Board, Marathon County and Wisconsin Department of Administration approvals. 
Kunst stated the Final Plat creates seven (7) new single-family residential lots ranging from 
20,910 square feet (0.48 acres) up to 30,500 square feet (0.70 acres) and is generally 
consistent with the Preliminary Plat.   He noted the key change was removal of the 
stormwater Outlot which subsequently increased the size of Lot 7 and added two drainage 
easements for the stormwater facilities. Kunst noted that Streets and Parks Superintendent 
Scott Turner has reviewed and approved the stormwater management plan.  Motion by 
Schaefer/Legner to approve the Planning Commission recommendation of final plat 
approval for Oriole Heights subject to approval of the stormwater management plan and/ 
or maintenance agreement by the Street and Park Superintendent, final approval of the 
drainage easements documents and submittal of any protective covenants and primary 
contact if applicable.   Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 

Approval of Road Name Changes as Part of the Countywide Addressing Project- The initial draft list of 
potential road names was assembled by Town staff, with an emphasis on maintaining consistency 
with the Town’s naming scheme of birds north of the mountain and flowers/plants on the south side. 
The list presented represented a combination of initial staff efforts, comments received from those 
attending the Public Information Meeting, as well as those reaching out to staff following the 
meeting. 
 
Chairman Opall asked Mr. Rodney Klos of 1605 Bluebird Lane if he had any ideas for a new name for 
his road.  Mr. Klos suggested Tanager Lane to replace Bluebird Lane and then Cardinal Avenue would 
become Crossbill Avenue.  Motion by Schaefer/Legner to approve submitting the road names first- 
choice with the change of Crossbill Avenue as the first-choice name for Cardinal Avenue and to 
make Bluebird Lane into Tanager Lane as the only changes to this new list.  Questioned and carried 
5:0. 
 
Approval of Easements for Oriole Heights Subdivision- Superintendent Turner stated that this is the 
easement for the maintenance of the facilities in the Oriole Heights subdivision along the ditch lines 
and the infiltration area.  Motion by Schaefer/Klein to approve the easement as presented.  
Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
Approval of Contract for Lilac Avenue Preliminary Design and Infrastructure Planning for Possible TIF-   
Superintendent Turner stated that this item was taken to the Public Works meeting last week.  It is 
anticipated that commercial development will begin in the area north of Lilac Avenue.  Due to the 
anticipated increase in traffic volume, road infrastructure improvements will be needed.  MSA 
Professional Services completed a traffic impact analysis and recommended roadway improvements.  
Motion by Schaefer/Conklin to approve the preliminary design and infrastructure planning contract 
with MSA in an amount not to exceed $15,000.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 
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Approval of Amended Liquor License-Walmart- Supervisor Schaefer stated that this item was brought 
to the Public Safety Committee meeting earlier tonight.  He does not see an issue with this 
amendment.  He would however like video surveillance in the parking lot and no alcohol sold after 
3:00 p.m. by an online order.  Motion by Schaefer/Legner to approve the amended alcohol license 
for Walmart with the additional amendment of video surveillance required in the parking lot drop 
off area and no online alcohol sales after 3:00 p.m.  Questioned and carried 5:0. Attorney Dietrich 
will work on preparing Walmart’s amended documents that they have submitted to clarify those two 
items. 
 
Approval of Liquor Licenses-Lamb’s Fresh Market- Clerk Ruechel stated that Quality Foods Rib 
Mountain is going to be sold to Lamb’s Fresh Market.  Quality Foods is asking that the liquor license 
be transferred to the new owners.  A background check has been completed on the new agent 
Ronald Lamb.  Motion by Schaefer/Legner to approve the Class “A” beer and liquor license for 
Lamb’s Fresh Market.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
Approval of Change of Agent- Midway Hotel-   Clerk Ruechel explained that Mountain Edge 
restaurant in the Midway Hotel recently went out of business.  The owner of Midway Hotel is 
reopening a new restaurant called Mountain View.  Background checks were completed on the new 
agents, Andrew Schroepfer and Sahil Dassan, for the liquor license.  Motion by Schaefer/Klein to 
approve the change of Agents to Sahil Dassan and Andrew Schroepfer at Midway Hotel.  
Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
Approval of Change of Agent-Hilton Garden Inn- It was explained by Clerk Ruechel that there is a new 
agent for the liquor license at the Hilton Garden Inn.  The background check for Jacquelyn Nordin has 
been completed.  Motion by Legner/Schaefer to approve the change of agent for Hilton Garden Inn 
to Jacquelyn Nordin.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
Approval of Operator’s Licenses- Attorney Dietrich had one concern in regards to an operator’s 
license.  He does not feel that the applicant needs to meet with the Town Chairman.  Attorney 
Dietrich recommends approving the operator’s licenses.  Motion by Schaefer/Legner to approve the 
operator’s licenses for Lisa Barwick, Katherine Coakley, Corwin Condon, Melinda Giguere, Luanne 
Jacobsen, David Jolliff, Trissa Olszewski, Daniel Schaut, Luci Trebatoski and Susan Wolf.  
Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 
Reports/Minutes-  
 

Town Board – Supervisor Opall reported the readdressing meeting had good attendance and 
went well.  He felt that the letter that was put in the “Town Beat” helped the residents to 
understand what was going on with the readdressing. 
 
SAFER – Fire Chief Savage reported that they have been conducting interviews for several 
open job positions.  He anticipates that the new fire engine will be received around Christmas.  
SAFER sent staff to CountryFest in Cadott, Wisconsin to provide EMS services.  The next SAFER 



TOWN OF RIB MOUNTAIN 

Town Board Meeting 
July 2, 2019 

    4 

meeting is on July 9th.  The new ambulance billing company is using the Tax Refund Intercept 
Program and that has been going well.  Fire Chief Savage also reported that the Village of 
Weston adopted the financial agreement with SAFER for $165,000. 
 
Other Agencies – No report 
 
Town Attorney – No report 
 
Town Administrator – A written report was provided.   Administrator Rhoden reported that 
the Code Enforcement Officer, Bert Nitzke, has resigned to take a job in Texas.  She is also 
working with SAFER to host a blood drive which will be on July 29th.   Administrator Rhoden 
would like to offer the regular employees who donate blood the option of a half day of paid 
vacation or a gift card pulled from the hat.  The seasonal employees who donate blood would 
be eligible to pull a gift card from the hat as well.   
 
Community Development Director – A written report was included in the packet.  Community 
Development Director Kunst stated that currently the Town has strong residential 
developments taking place.  The TDS building is moving forward.  The owner of the Discount 
Tire store that wants to open in the Town still needs to sign the permit.   
 
Street-Parks Superintendent – A detailed report was provided.  Superintendent Turner 
reported that American Asphalt has been busy paving.  The Public Works salt shed has been 
repaired and did come in $3,000 over budget.  Superintendent Turner has been in contact 
with MSA regarding the creek that flooded this last spring to see what can be done so it does 
not happen again. 
 
Finance Director – A written report was included in the packet.   Finance Director Dunbar 
reported that she has been working on the delinquent pet licenses and letters have been sent 
out.  The check has been made out to Granite Peak for an overpayment of property taxes.   
 
Town Clerk – A written report was included in the packet.  Clerk Ruechel reported that she will 
be attending the Clerk’s Institute in Green Bay from July 14 thru July 19. 
 
Code Enforcement Officer – A written report was included in the packet.  Code Enforcement 
Officer Nitzke thanked the Board for the opportunity to work with the Town.  His last day of 
employment with the Town will be on July 19, 2019. 
  
Park Commission – Superintendent Turner stated that there will be a meeting on July 9th.  
There have been no recent issues with the geese.   
 
Finance & Personnel –Supervisor Klein reported that they had a meeting on June 4th.  He also 
stated that Finance Director Dunbar has been working on the internal controls document. 
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Public Works Committee –Supervisor Schaefer reported that there was a meeting on June 25th 
to discuss the traffic impact analysis study on Lilac Avenue.  The Town is moving forward with 
the preliminary designs that have been discussed. 

 
Public Safety Committee – Supervisor Conklin stated that there was a meeting prior to this 
meeting.  They discussed not allowing parking on Buttercup Road.  It was also discussed to 
limit parking on Bluebird Lane to an odd/even parking rotation.  

 
Bicycle/Ped Committee –Administrator Rhoden reported that the next meeting is July 11th and 
that the bike rodeo will be July 18th, 2019. 

 
General Comments – No comments. 
 
Adjourn - Motion by Schaefer/Legner to adjourn at 6:57 p.m.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 

Submitted by 
Joanne Ruechel, Clerk 

 
 

Note: These minutes are not to be considered official until acted upon at an upcoming regular 
meeting, therefore, they are subject to revision. 


