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Chairman Allen Opall called the May 16, 2017, regular meeting of the Rib Mountain Town 

Board to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center, 3700 North Mountain Road, 

Wausau, WI.  Supervisors present included Pete Kachel, Gerry Klein, Jim Legner, and Fred 

Schaefer. 

 

Also present were Administrator Gaylene Rhoden, Community Development Director, Steve 

Kunst, Finance Director/Clerk, Jessica Trautman, Street/Park Superintendent Scott Turner, and 

Town Attorney, Dean Dietrich. 

 

On May 12, 2017, copies of the meeting notice were made available to the media, Town Board, 

Town Attorney, and posted at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center and Town website.   

 

Comments from the Public Related to Town Board Agenda Items – None   

 

Approve Minutes of the 5/02/17 Regular Town Board Meeting – Motion by Kachel/Legner to 

approve the minutes of the 05/02/17 Regular Town Board.   Questioned and carried 5:0.  

 

Plan Commission - None 

 

Approval of Purchase of Property from Marathon County for Dog Park – Administrator Rhoden 

discussed the financial impact of the purchase indicating $7,000 was budgeted for property and 

legal bills for the dog park.  Rhoden said the County’s Highway Infrastructure Committee agreed 

to sell the property to the Town for $5,401, with all legal fees paid by the Town.  It was Attorney 

Terry’s recommendation to formally the approve the purchase. Motion by Schaefer / Legner to 

approve the purchase of property from Marathon County for $5,401 for the Rib Mountain 

Dog Park.  Questioned and carried 5:0.  

 

Approval of Engineering Design Firm for the Trillium Trail – Street/Park Superintendent Turner 

said the Town received six (6) proposals for the design of Trillium Trail.  Turner noted he 

checked former project references on the top two ranked firms.  Staff recommended hiring MSA 

Professional Services for engineering design and real estate (easements) work for Trillium Trail. 

Motion by Klein / Legner to approve the agreement with MSA Professional Services for the 

engineering design for the Trillium Trail in the amount of $63,125.  Questioned and carried 

5:0. 

 

Approval of Resolution 17-05, Over Charge Request Policy – Administrator Rhoden said the 

changes brought back from the previous Over Charge Request Policy include a reference to the 

State Statue and the removal of the word “possible” when referring to a given error. Motion by 

Schaefer / Kachel to approve Resolution 17-05, Over Charge Request Policy.  Questioned 

and carried 5:0. 

 

Approval of Hire - Summer Recreation Co-Activities Director – Street/Park Superintendent 

Turner said the Summer Recreation Director, Emily Norton, received two applicants for the open 

position.  Norton recommended Murphey Marco for this position. Marco was also recommended 

by the former Program Director, Becky Paul. Motion by Schaefer / Kachel to approve the 
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hiring of Murphy Marco as the Summer Recreation Co-Activities Director at a pay rate of 

$10.54 per hour subject to a background check.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 

 

Approval of Hire – Public Works Intern – Street/Park Superintendent Turner said he received 16 

applications for the position.  This position is shared with the Rib Mountain Sanitary District. 

Turner noted he and Sanitary District Director, Mike Heyroth, interviewed the applicants and 

recommend the hiring of Alayne Marcis.  Motion by Schaefer / Kachel to approve the hiring 

of Alayne Marcis as the Public Works Intern at a pay rate of $11.50 per hour.  Questioned 

and carried 5:0. 

 

Approval to Market Town Property for Sale – Community Development Director Kunst noted 

staff put together a draft request for proposals (RFP) document for the two vacant parcels the 

Town owns on South Mountain Road, immediately south of the intersection of Rib Mountain 

Drive.  Kunst sought direction from the Town Board to clarify the neighbors to be notified of the 

property sale and a minimum asking price for marketing materials.  Supervisor Schafer 

questioned whether any water issues could be foreseen.  Street/Park Superintendent Turner 

indicated staff have not seen any issues there for years.   The Town Board discussed the size of 

“neighborhood” and agreed the larger proposed group should be notified (500ft buffer around the 

subject property) of the sale. Kunst noted he contacted Town Assessor, Greg Schmidt, for an 

idea of the properties fair market value.  Mr. Schmidt provided a quick estimated market value 

for each parcel of around $26,000.   The Board discussed other sale prices and agreed to market 

the property with a minimum asking price of $26,000.  The Board also recommended staff use 

all resources possible to market the property. Motion by Schaefer / Legner to approve 

marketing the properties addressed 1409 and 1503 South Mountain Road for sale, with a 

minimum asking price of $26,000 and proposals due by June 30.   Questioned and carried 

5:0. 

 

Open Mine Permit – Motion by Klein/ Kachel to approve the open mine permit for Town of 

Wausau.  Questioned and carried 4:1 with Fred Schaefer voting nay. 

 

Approval of Operator License – None 

 

Reports/Minutes 

 

Town Board –  Supervisor Klein discussed the meeting he and Administrator Rhoden had 

with the Community Foundation and received recommendations of where to look for 

grants for the dog park.  Chairman Opall discussed an opportunity SAFER is looking 

into.   
 

Other Agencies – None 
 

Town Attorney – None 
 

Town Administrator – Administrator Rhoden provided a written report.   She said she 

had a good conversation with Representative Spiros regarding dark stores legislation. 
 

Community Development Director – A written report was included in the packet.   
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Street-Parks Superintendent – A written report was provided.  Turner noted next week is 

national Public Works Week. 
 

Finance Director/Clerk – A written reported was provided. April budget status reports 

were in the packet.  She also noted the possible weeks available for Board of Review.  It 

was decided that June 29th, 2017 would be the date of Board of Review. 
 

Code Enforcement Officer – None 
 

Park Commission – Turner discussed a volley net for Liberty Park has recently been 

purchased and a map has been installed in the kiosk at Rookery View Park. 
 

Finance Personnel –  None 
 

Public Safety Committee – Supervisor Kachel noted the Committee met prior to the 

Town Board meeting and discussed traffic on Whippoorwill Road, parking on Robin 

Lane and the future of crossing guard staffing and placement. 
 

Public Works Committee – None  

 

Bicycle/Ped Committee –  Administrator Rhoden indicated the Committee meets the 

coming Thursday. 

 

General Comments – None 

 

Adjourn - Motion by Legner / Kachel to adjourn at 6:36 p.m.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 

 

Submitted by 

Jessica Trautman 

Finance Director/Clerk 

 

Note: These minutes are not to be considered official until acted upon at an upcoming regular 

meeting, therefore, they are subject to revision. 


