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Committee Chairman Peter Kachel called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center, 3700 
North Mountain Road.  Supervisors present included Peter Kachel, Jim Legner and Chairman Allen Opall.   
 
Also present were Supervisor Fred Schaefer, Town Administrator, Gaylene Rhoden, Community Development Director, 
Steve Kunst, Code Enforcement Officer, Paul Hursh, Finance Director/Clerk, Jessica Trautman, and Street/Park 
Superintendent, Scott Turner. 
 
On May 12, 2017 copies of the meeting notice were made available to the media, Town Board, Town Attorney 
and posted at the Rib Mountain Municipal Center and Town website.     
 
Approval of Minutes of January 24, 2017 – Motion by Legner/Opall to approve the minutes of the 01/24/2017 Public 
Safety Committee meeting.  Questioned and carried 3:0. 
 
Speed Reduction and Stop Sign Request Whippoorwill Rd and Thornapple Rd –  Street/Park Superintendent Turner 
referenced a letter received from Chad Keranen of 6800 Whippoorwill Road.  The letter expressed Mr. Keranen’s concern 
of traffic safety on Whippoorwill Rd.  Turner said he looked into it and came up with various options to address Mr. 
Karanen’s concern.  Some of the options discussed were additional patrol, stop signs, lowering the speed limit and 
children at play signs.  Dan Lepak, 3007 Thornapple Rd, said visibility is also an issue at the corner of Whippoorwill and 
Thornapple Road. The brush is encroaching on the road limiting visibility. There was discussion on the number of homes 
children in the area.  Mr. Keranen reemphasized the main concern of the letter was the speed of the cars going past his 
house and the safety of his children. The Committee discussed the effectiveness of lowering the speed limit and installing  
children at play signs.  It was agreed that having the cars stop for a stop sign would slow down the cars better than the 
speed limit reduction.   The Committee focused on adding additional stop signs and where to place them.  The Committee 
recommended staff talk to the landowner regrading trimming the trees close to the road and that additional signs be put up 
to warn motorists of the new stop signs. Motion by Legner/Opall to recommend installing a stop sign at all three 
corners on the intersection of Thornapple and Whippoorwill.  Questioned and carried 3:0. 
 
Discussion on Parking Concerns on Robin Ln east of Eagle Avenue – Code Enforcement Officer Hursh has received some 
calls regarding poor visibility because of parked cars when turning onto Robin from Cardinal.  Street/Park Superintendent 
Turner discussed the vision triangle.  The Committee discussed the speed limit on the road and different options that may 
help with visibility.  The Committee recommended Turner to look at the area and see where a “no parking here to corner” 
sign could be put up to help with visibility. 
 
Discussion of future Crossing Guard Position and Placement – Administrator Rhoden discussed the current positions that 
are open and that the town is struggling to find people to fill those positions.  Staff is very concerned about the long-term 
outlook for the towns ability to staff all three positons, that will have to be a discussion with the school district in the 
future.  
 
Adjourn Meeting – Motion by Opall/Legner to adjourn the meeting at 5:39 p.m.  Questioned and carried 3:0. 
 

Respectively Submitted by:  
Jessica Trautman 

Finance Director/Clerk 
 

Note: These minutes are not to be considered official until acted upon at an upcoming regular meeting, 
therefore, they are subject to revision. 


