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TOWN OF RIB MOUNTAIN 

Public Works Committee 

January 17, 2017 
 

Chairman Fred Schaefer called the meeting of the Public Works Committee to order at 5:00 p.m. at the Town 

of Rib Mountain Municipal Center, 3700 North Mountain Road.  Present were Committee Chairman Fred 

Schaefer, Supervisors Pete Kachel, Gerry Klein, and Town Chairman Allen Opall. 

 

Also present were Supervisor Jim Legner, Town Administrator Gaylene Rhoden, Streets/Parks Superintendent 

Scott Turner, Finance Director/Clerk Jessica Trautman, and Community Development Director Steve Kunst. 

 

Approval of Minutes from January 03, 2017 – Motion by Kachel/Klein to approve the minutes of January 

03, 2017 Public Works meeting. Questioned and carried 4:0. 

 

Recommendation on Contract Amendment for Rib Mountain Drive Phase II Traffic Signal Design – 

Street/Park Superintendent Turner gave the committee a brief summary of the situation and history.     He also 

introduced Beth Nemec as the project manager from AECOM for the Rib Mountain Drive Phase 2.0 project.  

Mr. Turner explained the additional design services of $8,700 were not included in the preliminary cost 

estimate.  This extra effort in design will save the Town over $30,000 in rock drilling or excavation during the 

installation of the traffic lights. Supervisor Klein confirmed that this work has already been done so the 

committee is just recommending approval of payment. Mr. Turner responded yes. Motion by 

Kachel/Schaefer to approve the contract amendment with AECOM for Engineering Design Services for 

Rib Mountain Dr. Phase II Traffic Signals in the amount of $8,700. Questioned and carried 4:0.  

 

Discussion and Recommendation for Rib Mountain Drive Phase II Special Assessments – Administrator 

Rhoden brought attention to the Special Assessment hand out and the various options on it.  She said that staff 

had a conference call with Ehlers, the Town’s Financial advisors, for their thoughts and suggestions. Staff has 

also reached out to other communities to see if they have had experience with large special assessments.  The 

Committee discussed the options, scope of the project, and timeline of the project.   The Committee decided 

that special assessments based on the assessed value of the property was not a good option because the Town 

is currently going through a reassessment.  It was also recommended by the Committee that the $200,000 for 

administrative costs be taken out of the total amount being assessed.  The direction of the Committee is to use 

Option C and recalculate the numbers taking out $200,000 for administrative costs.  With that information, the 

Committee would like staff to hold two (2) meetings on the special assessments in addition to a construction 

meeting for all businesses affected. 

 

Discussion on Implementation Schedule for the Stormwater Utility – Street/Park Superintendent Turner said 

the Committee has discussed this is previous Public Works Committee meetings. He discussed the 

informational handout.  The Committee confirmed that they have already agreed that the utility would only 

include residents in the Sanitary District.  All homeowners would be assessed $28/year and non-residential 

would be assess $2.46/ERU/month.  The Committee discussed the notice needed for large utility customers so 

they could budget appropriately and the proposed assessment costs to be billed to the businesses along Rib 

Mountain Drive.  Motion by Opall/Klein to delay the implementation of a Stormwater Utility for 1 year. 

Questioned and carried 4:0. 

 

Discussion on Trillium Trail Design Services Request for Proposal – Street/Park Superintendent Turner said 

the Town received a $492,000 grant for the Trillium Trail project.  He said that survey and design is scheduled 

to begin in 2017 and a number of consultants have expressed interest in the project.  Mr. Turner said he is 

looking for the Committee to approve him sending out request for Engineering proposals.  The Committee was 

concerned with the total project costs of $700,000.  Motion by Schaefer/Klein to direct Street/Park 

Superintendent Turner to send out Request for Proposals for design with the total cost of the project to 

be $600,000 with the Town’s portion being around $80,000. Questioned and carried 4:0. 
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Discussion and Possible Recommendation for Requests to Construct Communication Towers in Town Right 

of Way – Community Director Kunst gave an update of the Town’s progress with Mobilitie. 

 

 

Adjourn - Motion by Kachel /Klein to adjourn at 6:08 p.m.  Questioned and carried 4:0.   

 

Submitted by, 

Jessica Trautman 

Finance Director/Clerk 

 

Note: These minutes are not to be considered official until acted upon at an upcoming regular 
meeting, therefore, they are subject to revision. 


