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TOWN OF RIB MOUNTAIN 

Public Works Committee 

September 6, 2016 
 

Chairman Fred Schaefer called the meeting of the Public Works Committee to order at 5:00 p.m. at the Town 

of Rib Mountain Municipal Center, 3700 North Mountain Road.  Present were Committee Chairman Fred 

Schaefer, Supervisor Pete Kachel, Supervisor Gerry Klein, and Town Chairman Allen Opall.   

 

Also present were Town Administrator Gaylene Rhoden, Streets/Parks Superintendent Scott Turner, 

Supervisor Jim Legner, Finance Director/Clerk Jessica Trautman, and MSA representative Eric Thompson. 

 

Approval of Minutes from June 30, 2016 – Motion by Kachel/Klein to approve the minutes of June 30, 

2016 Public Works meeting. Questioned and carried 4:0. 

 

Discussion and Possible Recommendation of Implementation of Stormwater Utility – Street/Park 

Superintendent Turner introduced Eric Thompson from MSA.  Eric is one of the many people at MSA 

working on Rib Mountain’s Stormwater study.  Mr. Thompson reminded the board of the last meeting and the 

questions that were raised. He went through his slideshow defining a Stormwater utility, and explaining the 

future demands that are going to be placed on the Town by the State. Mr. Thompson continued through his 

slides defining and explaining the terms impervious area, and Equivalent residential unit (ERU), and how that 

information is used for billing. Mr. Thompson had a slide showing the top 20 users of Stormwater that the 

committee discussed how the utility would impact those customers.  Thirty percent of the Town’s Stormwater 

revenue would be collected by the top 20 customers. Committee discussed the need for the utility citing 

various projects that need to be done and the cost of them. Chairman Opall did not feel comfortable with this 

idea because of the future fees that taxpayers are going to be paying such as wheel tax and county-wide 

addressing.  Supervisor Kachel agreed with Chairman Opall.  Supervisor Schaefer said he didn’t think that too 

many people would get upset with a $26 fee.  Committee discussed possible start day and the public education 

that would need to be done.   Motion by Schaefer/Kachel to have staff move forward with MSA in the 

final steps of the process for a 2018 start date for a Stormwater Utility. Questioned and carried 4:0. 

 

Approval of Engineering and Construction Inspection Agreement with AECOM for Rib Mountain Drive 

Culvert Replacement – Street/Park Superintendent Turner said that he has been working with the Department 

of Natural Resources and Marathon County in preparation of a large culver replacement on Rib Mountain 

Drive.  The total cost of the project is estimated at $150,000.    Half of it will be reimbursed with the 2018 

culvert aid.  There was discussion on how the Town’s would be funded.  Committee decided that it would be 

best to use the debt proceeds that were earmarked for the town parking lot, after considering use of funds set 

aside for future equipment.   Committee questioned why we did not ask for estimates from other engineering 

firms.  Mr. Turners said because of the work AECOM is already doing for Rib Mountain Drive 2.0 it made 

sense to have them do the work for the culvert replacement. Motion by Klein/Kachel to recommend the 

engineering and Construction Inspection Agreement with AECOM for Rib Mountain Drive culvert 

replacement in the amount of $16,800 to Town Board. Questioned and carried 4:0. 

 

Adjourn - Motion by Kachel/Klein to adjourn at 5:55 p.m.  Questioned and carried 4:0.   

 

Submitted by, 

Jessica Trautman 

Finance Director/Clerk 

 

Note: These minutes are not to be considered official until acted upon at an upcoming regular 
meeting, therefore, they are subject to revision. 


