
 

Town of Rib Mountain 

Park Commission 

Tuesday, November 8, 2011 

 

Call to order: 

George Snyder called the meeting to order at 4:59 p.m.  Roll was taken.  Members present:  

Shelly Hertz, Duane Zeichert, George Snyder, Bert Nitzke and Scott Miles.  Bill Bursaw and 

Liesle Markovitch were excused.  Scott Schatschneider, Streets and Parks Superintendent was 

also present. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion to approve the minutes from October 11, 2011 was made by Duane Z. and seconded by 

Bert N.  The motion passed. 

 

Streets and Parks Superintendent’s Report  

Scott Schatschneider, Streets and Parks Superintendent reported on the following issues: 

A. The “zip line” part for the new playground equipment at Doepke Park has not been 

approved by the company for installation.  If it is approved over the winter, it will be 

installed in the spring.  If it is not approved, Scott will pursue a credit or substitute 

piece of equipment from the company.  At this point, ten percent of the cost has been 

withheld from final payment to the company. 

B. The Town Board accepted the Park Commission’s 2012 budget requests.  Projects 

will move forward. 

C. The “digger” (toy) has been installed at Chellis Park. 

 

Trail Development, Financial Availability and Implementation Plan: 
Scott reported on the following plans for our trails: 

 

In 2012-2013, preliminary approval of a grant for $53,500 has been received from the DNR.  

(Trails, considered linear parks, are an important component for the Town’s recreational 

activities.)  This money to be used for the Doepke Park loop trail will be available in 2013. 

The 51/39 corridor trail has been worked on for the past several years.  (This trail 8-10’ wide 

paved trail, similar to the bike/ped trail on County R, would run through the scenic easement 

from Eagle Dr in the north to the underpass bike trail at Hwy 51/39 in the south.)  Signatures for 

easements along this route have now been completed.  Funds for this trail are in the Town 

budget and can be used in 2012.  Scott S recommended that we move forward on the Hwy 

51/39 in the coming year.  Engineering work can be done at the Doepke Park site so that the 

trail can be started in 2013 when the funds are available. 

 

 A motion to approve construction of the 51/39 trail in 2012 with the Doepke Park loop trail to 

be started in 2013 was made by Scott M and seconded by Bert N.  The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 



Donor Brochure and Approval:  

George presented the donor brochure completed by Liesle M.  He thanked her for all her work 

in getting the brochure into its final format.  He also acknowledged all the prep work done by 

Liesle M and Bill B to make this information available for town residents.  George reminded 

the Commission that the final wording for tax deductible tax status would have to be revised 

once approval and exact wording is approved.  (Checks would have to be written to the non-

profit fund established by the Town.)  It was decided that the brochure would be posted on the 

Town web site and Facebook page.  In addition, a small number of brochures would be printed 

and held at Town Hall for residents until final (non-profit status) wording is established. 

 

A motion to approve the brochure (and modify it once non-profit status is established) was 

made by Shelley H and seconded by Bert N.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Wausau Youth Baseball:   

Scott S met with Matt (new Pres of Wausau Youth Baseball) and discussed writing a new 

contract between the Town and Youth Baseball.  The current contract expires in 2012 and there 

have been many changes over the past seven years that should be reflected in a new contract.  

The old contract which followed the model used by Marathon County’s Park Department and 

did not work for us.  It will be reviewed and problem areas (parking, shelter rental use and 

conflicts, etc.) addressed by the Park Commission after the first of the year. 

 

2012 Project Goals and Project Discussion:   
The following suggestions were listed as possible goals for the Park Commission during 2012: 

 

 *Creation of 51/39 corridor trail 

 *Dumpster (enclosure and lighting) at Doepke Park 

 *Landscaping for Doepke Park 

 *Additional lighting at Doepke Park (parking lot) 

 *Park hours/closure signs indicating hours for use 

*Doepke Park pavilion/shelter – replace roll up doors insulated doors 

    to make the shelter more energy efficient for the high number of 

    late season rentals that are occurring 

*Water fountains inside Doepke shelter 

*Roofs for Chellis and Liberty pavilions 

*Write new contract for Wausau Youth Baseball 

*Improve ways to communicate with residents about park 

    development and use 

 

Resident Survey:   

Bert N and Shelley H will continue to explore ways to inform and get feedback from Town 

residents about our parks. 

 

 

 



Financial Status:   
Updated shelter rental information was provided.  A total of $3200 was collected from shelter 

rentals. 

 

Other Discussion: 

Duane Z noted that shelter rentals seemed light in the spring but much heavier from June 

through late fall.  Scott said this is the trend he was noting citing spring being a less used time 

of year. 

George read from a thank you letter sent by Wausau Coated complimenting Scott S and his staff 

for all their help. 

 

Motion to Adjourn: 
Motion made by Shelley H and seconded by Scott M to adjourn.  The motion passed. 

 

 


